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Right Honourable, 


& His Sermon was preached 
& in St. Pauls Church by the [ 
ED command of Anthoritte. q | 
X Ne The choice of the ſubje& | þ| 
Y VEa9y bs left tomy owne diſcreti- 
Ex 01 : when ſeeing with griefe 
the breaches among 5, and fearing to what they 
might come, I fell upon that, which now preſents 
it ſelfe to your Ladiſhips -view, as ſiudiousto 
[caſt one bucket on theſe flames, to quench them, | 
| 


if it were poſſible : for who can ſit ſtill and keepe| * 
| filence, when he ſees the proſperity of ſo famous 
and flouriſhing a Church as this, in which wee | 
live, hazzarded by unhappy differences raiſed up | 
by unquiet ſþirits * 
I was perſwaded by ſome, to make this Ser- | | 
mon, thus preached, more publike, by committing | | ll 
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| caſt one bucket on theſe flames, to quench them, | 


if it were poſſible : for who can ſit ſtill and keepe 
filence, when he ſees the proſperity of ſo famous 
and flouriſhing a Church as this, in which wee 
live hazzarded by unhappy differences raiſed up 
by unquiet ſþirits * 

I was perſwaded by ſome, to make this Ser- 
mon.thus preached, more publike, by committing | 
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U 4 
'it tatie Preſſe, who were of opinicn, that it 


| 1nig)t bee of ufe {@r that end, at which ( Gol 
knowes) Taimed inthe preaching of it, namely, 
the fetling of the mindes of men, and the compo- 


ſing of them to a peaceable converſation : which 
if I may ſee in any meaſure effe fled, it will more 
joy mee, then the fooliſh ſpeeches of ſome lawleſſe 
tongues againſt me, for my peaceable endeavours, 
have been able to trouble me. 

And no ſooner had I reſolved upon the exfo- 
ſing of this Sermon to publike rview, but your 
Ladiſhip came to my mind, with ſome content to 
thinke, that now I might have an opportunity to 
bring my ſelfe againe to your Honors remem- 
brance, and to expreſſe my gratitude, for that 
favour and reſpe&t, which long fince both I and 
my parents received at your Ladiſhips hands. 


my unfained and ſincere reſþeit, to pardon my 
boldneſſe thus intruding on your Honour, and to 
beleeve, that, what Thave or am, ts at your La- 


diſhips ſervice, profeſsimg my ſelfe tobe 


Your Honours in all true obſcryance, 


HzaNRARY VERTUE- 


May it pleaſe you to accept of this poore pledge of 
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EPHES. 4.3» 
Endeawvonring to keepe the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. 


52>; Aint Ambrofe hath a rule,which 
NAGY warrants my choice of this 
© Icxt. Nobis Sacerdotibus id 

} NE p precipue care ſit, ut eavitia re- 
$I) IE ſecemms, que in plurimos widens | 

- W; tar ſer re, that |; | 
LS pere, thatis, Theſtudy of | 

w Prieſts, ſaith the Father, 
ouzht to bee eſpecially to bend our endeavours againſt 
thoſe ſrunes, which we ſec to bee moſt frequent and 
predominant. How diviſions abaund among us, 
who ſces not © the more the pity : What ſonne| 
of the Church may not readily acknowledge it | 
now high time, to come with our buckets to 
quench rheſe flames, if it be poſſible 2 Who ſhall 
or can judge it unſeaſonable, now to plead for 
peace, when we finde ſuch wide breachesamong 
us 2 Nor can I make my Plea in better words,nor | 
can I makechoice of a better ground for it, then | 
the paſſage now read: Endeavenring to keepe,ehc. | 
St. Paul inthe firſt verſe of this Chapter be-| 
gins the exhortatory part of his Epiſtle ; andthe | 
firſt advice which he gives is generall, and com- | 
priſes all the reſt, Walke worthy of the calling,8c. 
——_ hee deſcends to the particulars inclu- 
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ded in that generall : And now the firſt thing, 

that he pleads for, is peaceand unity,withthe ne- 
| ceſſary prerequiſites of it, which being in the 
| foregoing verſe, humility, meckneſle, long-fuffe- | 
ring, and mutuall forbearance; his maine Plea it 
ſelte for unity wee have in the words now read, 
which hee contents not himſelfe barely to pro- 
pound, but he ads to it a ſtrong argument tor the 
backing of it, taken from the unparalleld neer- 
nefſe of Chriſtians, in the verſes following. Bur 
the Apoſtles plea it ſeltefor peace and unity,isto 
be the ſubject of my diſcourſe at thistime, and 
my errand, to youfrom heaven, towhichT ſhall 
crave your attention for the preſent, and your 
| obedience for the future, That yee endeavourto 
| keepe,&c. 

In this Plea, wee finde theſe particulars, 
| I. Theſubjed of the plea, the unity of the Spi. 
'rit. 2, The thing required, with reſpec to it, 
endeavouring to keepe it. 3. The coutle preſcri- 
| bed for the preſervation of this unity, 7»the bond 
of peace, 

' Butleſt I ſeemeto wrong my Text, offering 
violencetoit, by pulling it in pieces unneceſlari- 
ly, or be in danger to trouble you with.coinci- 
'dencies and tautologies, I ſhall choole rather to 
looke at it, and ſo to handle it, as one entire Pro- 
poſition, which is; 
; That S. Paul adviſes his Chriſtian Epheſtars, 
and in them, us, and all Chriſtians in the whole 
. world, 1s endeawour to keepe the unity of the ſpirit 
in the bond of peace, 

And | 


hcemmes end 
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And in the handling of this Propoſition, I 
ſhall obſerve this order; 1, To explaine the 
rermes, 2. toprovethe point, 3. to ſty fame- | 
thing by way of Application. *” 

I, The cxplication concernes the Parties 
to whomthe advice is given, and the Advice it 
ſclfe, | 

I. For the perſons, to whom the advice is 
given, they are,as I ſaid, the Chriſtian Epheſtans, | 
and all Chriſtians inthe whole world, andin all 
ſucceeding times of the world, If that bee 
true which Saint Paul ſaies : The things, which N%-154: 
were written aforetime, were written for our lear-|,. , 
wing: anſwerably to which , Tertullian ſaics Sycatar. 
truely, Cum Iſrattitas Dems diſcipline admanct | 
vel objurgat, ad omnes habet, that is, When God 
doth admoniſh or chide the Iſraelites, he hath a 
reſpet? to all : Cum Egypto vel Ethiopie exiti« 
um comminatur , in omnem Gentem peccatricem 
prejudicat, And when he threatens raineto Egypt, 
or Ethiopia, hee gives ſentence aforthand againſt 
every ungodly Nation ; then is it much more true, | 
which the ſame Father affirmes of the Epiſtles of 
the holy Apoſtles : Ad omnes ſcripſit, dum ad Tertl.coura 
quoſdam. The CApoſile, writing to ſome, writ to Marat. 
|< - which alſo S. Muſtineaffirmes of our bleſ- | 1,5 wn.s.ae 
ſed Apoftle in particular : For, having by way of  ©##.264.14 
commendation ſaid, that hee furniſhed populos | Dot 
Dez, the people of God with more Epiſtles, than 
any of his fellow Apoſtles, he addes by way of 
explication : Non tantum illos, qui praſentes ab eo 
 videbantur, ſed & illss, qui futuri P— 
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to bee the pays of God, but thoſe alſo whom hee fore- 
ſaw ſo tobe in future times. So that here will be no 
ſcope, whereby to ſhift off this advice of our ho- 
ly Apoſtle ; for it was not for them alone, to 
whom it was immediatly and at the firſt hand di- 
reed, but for us alfo, yea for all, | 
2. Now for the Advice it ſelfe : and- here, 
co make uſe of the aforeſaid diſtribution, wee 
have, 
1. The ſubjet of the advice, the wnity of the 
Spirit ; concerning this, two things deſerve en. 
quiry, 


1. What is unity in generall, and what it is 
in this place. The word *% unity, notes the 
joyning together of more things though di- 
vers, yea, though contrary, into one ; as the 
joyning together of ſeverall bricks or hewen 
ſtones, or pecces of timber to make one houle; 
the putting togetherof a body propagated from 
parents, and a ſoule immediatly created of God, 
to become one man; the making of ewes and. 
Gentiles -one new man, who had beene before of 
ſuch different diſpoſitions and religions, and be- 
tween whom inthat reſpec there had been ſuch 
enmity, In all theſe there is , #*w unity. - The 
unity here ſpoken of,is that of which wee reade, 
under the notionof gathering together into one all 
things, both in heaven and inearth, and of making 
both Iewes aud Gentiles one new man, one body ,one 


| having one head,one Lord, one King, one foun- 
dation 
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dation and corner-ſtone, even Chriſt,who is all 
inall. This unity then is no other,then #n/t4s Ec- 
cleſie, the unity of the Church,as Zanchy ſaies well, 
the conjundtion and agreement of the body of 
Chriſt the Church, compoſed and made up of 
divers people and men, coupled and combined 

under one head, Chriſt,be they ſews or Gentiles : 

And this is by S. Berard, reckoning up ſundry 
ſorts of unity, called Y its conſentanea, cum per 
charitatem multorum hominum eſt cor unum, An 

urity of conſent when,by charity org mutzally be- 

tween divers men, they are as if they had all but one 

heart among them all. 


2, But why is this unity of the Church called 


wins. 74 Trzual& the unity of the Spirit? Here In- 
terpreters differ. Some by ſþir3t, underſtand the 
ſoule of man, and ſo will have this unity of the 
Church, to be called the unity of the ſpirit, ra#7- 
oxe ſubjetti,in relation tothe ſubjeR of it, becauſe 
the ſoule,not the body isthe ſubje& of this unity; 
divers bodies,one ſoule and heartin all,as S. Luke 
ſpeaks: the bodies of men'diſperſed farand neare, 
their ſoules firmely knit togetherinto one, fo ſaics 
Eſftins, Vnitatem fpiritus, the uuity of the ſpirit, 
that is,ſaies he,au1morum inter vos conunttionem, 
the conjundtion of your minds among your ſelves. 


| And Mariana thus layes downe the ſcope of the 


Apoſtle in this place, No» vult Apoſtolus ſues ani- 
mis & opinionibus diſſentire, ſed at idem ſapiant. 
The Apoſtle(ſaies he)wouldnot have his Epheſians 
to diſſent in mind and opinion, but all to mind the_ 


ſame thing.To theſe learned Calvin aflents : Yni- C av. in loca. 
B tatem 
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taters (piritus quidam pro ſpiritali accipiunt, quam 
in nobs efficit Spirits Dei,Some,ſaies he,by the u./ 
nity of the ſpirit underſtand here ſpirits unity, which 
the Spirit of God works in us : hee addes, & certe 
is ſolus eſt, qut nos reddit unanimes ; and indeed its 
he alone that makes usto be of one mind; but yet 
he addes, Sed ego ſimplicius interpretor de animo- 
rum concordia : But 1, ſaies he, doe rather under. 
ſtand it ſimply of theconcordof our minds. And! 
| indeed hee knowes nothing, that knowes not the 
ſoule ofmanto be frequently in holy Writ,called 
the ſpirit, The ſþirit goes 18 Godthat gave it, ſaies 
the Wiſe man ; ſo Moſes cals God, The God of the 
ſpirits of all fleſh ; and the Apoſtle cals him, The 
Father of ſpirits. Yet ethers by the ſpirit under- 
ſtand the holy Ghoſt,the third Perſon of the ever 
and equally glorious Trinity,who is alſo in Scrip- 
rure, not ſeldome, called the Spirit, without his 
attribute, holy, or any ether, as by our Saviour 
particularly, So every one,faics he, that & barnof 
the Spirit ; and ſo S. Matthew ſpeaks, Then was 1e- 
ſus led by the Spirit into the wildernefſe, &c. and 
thus they will have this unity of the Church cal- 
led the nnity of the Spirit, ratione efficientis, with 
reſpeRto the efficient of it : namely becauſe the | 
holy Ghoſt is the Author of this unity, 7 »itaters | 
Spirits, .l. cujus vinculum ſantius Spiritus eff ; 
| the unity of the ſpirit that is,that unity, whereof the 
holy Ghoſt is the bond, ſaies BeJa + Vnitatem ſþiri- 
1s, quia per ſanttum Spiritum fit ; the unity of the 
ſpirit,ſs called becauſe it is cauſed by the holy Ghoſt, 
ſaies Zanchy. 


But 
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Burt theſe interpretations are not ſo croſle, 
each to other, but that they may well enough 
confiſt and ſtand rogether,as Muſculus ſaies well: 
and ſo Saint _{1nſelme having firſt expounded it, 
Vnitatem fhiritns , .\. unanimitatem wvoluntatic, 
ut ſit in vobis cor unum & anima una; The unity 
0 any re , that is, uwanimity of will, ſo that 
there bee in you one heart and one ſoule, doth af. 
terwards adde the other expoſition ; Soliciti ſer- 
ware, Fc. ideſt, ſolicite ſervetis, quod a vobis 
non habetks, ſcilicet, unitatem, id eſt, quod vos eftis 
fadti unum, quia wnitas illa eſt fpiritus,id eft, a 
Spiritu (ſanto wvobis conceſſa, & ideo non eft neg- 
ligepds, ſed fiudioſe retivenda. Endeavonring to 
keepe;&6. that is, carefully keepe that which you 
have not of your ſelves, namely, unity, whereby 
yee are all made one, becauſe this ts the unity of 
the ſpirit, grantedts you by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
therefore it is not to bee ſleighted, but ſtudiouſly to 
bee retained, And ſo this unity of the Church 
is in two reſpects, called the unity of the ſpirit : 

I, For that it is not bodily, bur a ſpirituall 
unity : there is not corperalis contattus, a bodily 
touching one of another, not the bodies of 
Chriſtians united into one, but their hearts and 
ſoules, as appeares from the fore-named paſſage 
of S. Luke. 

2, For that it is the holy Ghoſt that is the Au- 
thor of this unity:asthe ſoule and body are united 
together by the ſpirits, the waſting of which cau- 
ſeth death in the ſeparation of ſoule and body a- 
ſunder; ſo by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
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working in us brotherly-love each ro other, 
Chriſt hath coupled all his Ele&, 7ewes and 
Gentiles, into one body ia Chriſt, and betweene 
themſelves : and this is that whichthe Apoftle 
ſaics,We are all by one Spirit baptized into one boay. 

2. The thing required with reſpe& to this 
unity of the Church, 2#«{o-ms mpiv Endeavon- 
ringto keepe it, And here are alfo two things, 
x. The thing to bee ſtudied, me m ivome #0 keepe 
the unity of the ſpirit. 2. The ſtudy to bee em- 
ployed in and about it,ZTw#{o7w endeavouring it, 

I. The thing to bce ſtudied, ſervare unita- 
tem ſpiritus, to keepe the unity of the ſpirit : We 
are not put to make this unity, this is a works | 
beyond our ſpheare ; it is a worke of Chrift 
and his Spirit, It is God that makes us to bee 
of one minde : this unity is the conjunRion af | 
hearts and mindes, therefore it muſt needs bee 
acknowledged to bee the worke of that God, 
.in whoſe hands alene are the hearts of all men, 
even of Kings alſo, ſaies Solomon, and therefore 
wee finde this worke by the Apoſtle aſcribed 
ro Chriſt, Hee is our peace, who Jath made both 
one, ſaics the Apoſtle : of all menin the world 
t iS true, potius colletti ſunt, quam colligunt, they 
are_ rather the gathered, then the gatherers, 
the ſubje, not the cauſcs of this gathering into 
one. All that wee can doe, and all that is re. 
quired of us, is, that this.unity being made by 
Chriſt, and his Spirit, wee ſhould keepe it entire 
and inviolable. And here wee muſt know, thar, 


as it concernes every particular man for himſelfe 
to 
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to keepe this unity, ſo( though this belongs eſpe- 
cially ro publike perſons ) it concernes usro pro 
vide for others, and to take care for them, that 
they be not rented and divided from the unity of 
the Churchby ſchiſme and contention. Beſides 
alſo, as Chriſt hath cauſed an unity betweene 
God and us, who were before divided, and at 
oddes and enmity through finnes, which ſeparate 
betweene God and ws, ſo we muſt know, that itis a 
thing worthy to take up the ſtudy of a Chriftian, 
to ſceke to maintaine this unity, and to take heed 
that wee renew not that difference and enmity, 
which was formerly between God and us,by re- 
lapfing into fin. But yet'itis more properly the 
ſcope of the Apoſtle, to commend to our care 
the preſervation of that unity, which is between 
particular Chriſtians, the particular members of 
the Church, the myſticall body of Chriſt : and, 
about this,to exhort us,not ſo much to that care, 
which publike perſons ought to have of others, 
with reſpec to this unity, to preſervethem in ir, 
or to reduce them to it,if by any meanes they bee 
drawn from it,(though this is not altogether to be 
excluded) astothat care, whichevery Chriſtian 
ought to have of himſelfe,to preſerve himſelfe in 
this unity,&not to ſuffer himſclfe to bepulled fr 
it,nuch more not of himſelf to make arent init. 
2. The ſtudy, that is to bee employed in, and 
about this thing, =7wY 75 mapiv endeavoeuring ts 
keepe it. This is well added,for there is no hope, 


that, while we live here, we ſhould be able perfe- 


Aly to keepe this unity, in reſpeR of others, no, 
3 not 
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not in reſpect of our ſelves. I ſay not in reſpe& 
of others : for there will bee unquict men in the 
Church, men of faQious diſpoſitions, men that 
will ſtudy parts-taking and faQtion, who will bee 
ready to ſtirup others to ſchiſme and contention, 
ascarneſtly, as any the moſt peaceably diſpoſed 
can bee, to perſwade to peace and unity : men, 
that wil as buſily kindle and blow the fire of cen- 
tention,as any can be ready to bring their buckets 
forthe quenching of it. Ambitious men,who hun- 
ting after honour and prefermetit in the Chureh, 
if they miſſe of it;envious men,who ſeeing others 
preferred, when themſelves arc paſſed by, ſpare 
not to ſory the ſeeds of diſcord, and to ſer all ina 
| combuſtion : men, that are proudly-conceited of 
| their owne devices, and- contend tooth and naile 
forthem,and ifall things maynot bein all points, 
to an haires breadth, as they would have them, 
they care not how they hazard the peace of the 
Church. Nor will there be wanting fit ſubjects, 
for ſuch blow-coales to worke upon; ſome men, 
that be ignorant, that know not how to judge of 
things, poore ſimple ſoules, though haply well 
| meaning,who are cafily ſeduced,to whom it hap- 
 pens,according te that pafſage of Solows,The ſims- 
ple beleeves every word, as not being able tojudge 
of thedevills ſtratagems:as it was in the conſpira- 
cy of Abſalon,with whi went two hundred men ont of 
Teruſalem, who were called and went in their ſimpls- 
City, not knowing any thing : and ſome men, who, 
| having in other reſpects particular diſcontents, 
are cafily perſwaded to joine with,and to hearken 
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to thoſe that would ſeck to draw them into faci- 
on and ſchiſme from the unity of the Church. 
Theſe areas tinder ready to take fire from eyery 
the leaſt ſpark that falls onthem,andas the chaffe 
eaſily blowne away by every the leaſt puffe of 
wind. Nor will it be halfeſocafie for men peace- 
ably diſpoſed to perſwadethem to remaine inthe 
unity of the Church, as for turbulent ſpirits to 
—_— with them to forſake it. Woe to us! 
10w have we by lamentable experience found all 
this to bee too true among our ſelyes? But I ſay 
further,thatthere will be no hope, while we live 
here below, to preſerve the unity of the Church 
entire, in reſpeR ofour ſelves, for there isnet the 
beſt, nor the moſt holy man living, who hath not 
reliquias, the remainders of unruly paffions con- 
trary to the vertues mentioned in the forcgoing 
verſe,in regard of which even the beſt, whilethey 
beare about them theſe houſes of clay, will bee 
proneto ſchiſme and diſcord. How eminent both 
for place and abilities were S. Paul and S. Barna- 
bas ? and yet what a fearefull breach did there 
happen betweene them 2 The contention, ſaics S. 
Luke, was ſo ſharpe between them,that they _ 
aſunder,one from the other. We are yet under the 
hammer, and not yet fitly & fully coupled toge- 
ther ; perfe& unity,never to be prevailedagainſt, 
nor broken,is not to be expected in this life, bnt is 
reſerved for heaven, there to bee our portion, 
whereour love ſhall be perfe&,and our happineſs 
abſolute. Unity inthis life cannot bee perfedly 
| kept, but that, ſometimes fora ſeaſon, upon this 
or 
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or that occaſion,there may be, there will be diffe- 
rence of judgement,and likely hereupon eſtrange- 
ment of hearts and affeQions : all, that wee can 
doe, is to endeavour to keepe it, and this it is, 
which the Apoſtle doth require at our hands. 
Emedalorres we » endeavouring to keepe it, ſaies Saint 
Paul. Ard this word hereuſed is emphaticall, it 
notes not a {leight,overly,and perfunory endea- 
vour,that would be 492, which ſignifies per- 
funttorit agere , ſo todoeathing, as if wee cared 
not, whether we did it or no; but in that he uſes 
this word, eve, its manifeſt, that hee requires 
of usan earneſt, diligent, and induſtrious endea- 
vour for the preſervation of this unity, and ſo the 
word is at all hands rendred, ſolicit? ſervantes, 
ſolicitouſly keeping, ſaies Saint Hmbreſe_ : ſ0- 
lisiti ſervare, {olicitews to keepe it. ſayes Saint 
Hierome : ſatagite ſervare, make it your buſineſſe 


to keepe it, ſayes the Syriack Tranſlator. So S. 
Anſelme, YVnitas illa ſpiritus non eſt negligenda 
ſed ſtudios? retinenda, This unity of the Spirtt is 
not Neight'ly, but ſtudiouſly to be kept and maintai- 
ned. So that itis, as if the Apoſtle had ſaid ; La- 
bour to preſerve this unity, tooth and naile ; 
doe your utmoſt diligence, #4nquarm pro aris & 
foris, as if it werefor your life, and livelihood, 
and religion, and all. 

g- The courſe preſcribed for the: preſerva- 
tion of this unity. The Apoſtle had ſaid, En- 
deavour to keepe the unity of the Spirit, they 


might now ſay, But what courſe ſhall wee fake, 


that we may preſerve it? The Apoltle ſtaies bot, 
ti 
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tll chey ſhould ask him this queſtion, he prevents 
and anticipates them :© 79 wdiops Fhugims , inthe 
bond of peace: he doth as it were with one breath 
tellthem what they ſhould do,and how they may 
AcRit. But, what is this, In the bond of peace? 
w is put for 4\e; in, for, by : 1# the bond of peace, 
that is, by the bond of peace : By the bond of 
peace, that is, by peace, as by a bond : ſo Eftias; 
In vinculo pacts, i. &, pace —_— vinculo quodam 
animss veſtres colligante. In the bond of peace,that s, 
peace, as 4 certaine bond, knitting your hearts together. 
So Saint A nſelme : In vinculo pacis, 1. &. pax & 
concordia exterior fit quaſi nexus & vinculum interi- 
oris unitatss fpirittes, Inthe bond of peace, that 65,0ut- 
ward peace and concord may ſerve as 4 tye and bond 
of the inward unity of the ſpirit. And alittle after, 
having ſaid, Ynites ſpiritus eft fkudiose retinends, 
The unity of the ſpirit ts ſtudiouſly to be kept he addes, 
Puam poteritis hoc modo ſervare, viz. 13 vinculs pa- 
C16,4. 6, wt pax taliter inter vos habita,uinciat vos in- 
| ſimul & conglutinet : which unity of the ſpirit ye may 
thus be able to keepe, namely, inthe bond of peace,that 
3s, if peace thus had among yos, tye you in, and glew 
you together, And ſoonr bleſſed Apoſtle contents 
not himſelt te teach them, and us in them, how to 
keep. and maintaine this unitie, but alſo, by way 
of 111uſtration, he ſets forth the nature and uſe. 
fulneſſe of peace by a ſimilitude fir for the pur- 
poſe, comparing peace to a bond, by which di! 
vers things,being put together,are held together, 
and kept from falling aſfunder. Take a fagot,and 


Anſel.in locum, 


keep the band of it firme,and uncut, the fagot re- 
| C maines 
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maines firme z cutor burne the band aſunder,and 
all the ſticks fall each from other : of ſuch nature 
and uſefulacfle is peace ; live we peaceably, and 
quietly rogether, andthe unitic of rhe Churchis 
preſerved: and maintained z give we way to 
{chiſme and contention, and the whole is diflol. 
ved, Andthis office of peace is excellently ſet 
forth by the Greeke word for peace, *94m, which 
as by ſome it hath its notatiumof #70, aico, to 
ſpeake, becauſe 1a time of warre, ſilent leges, & li- 
tes dirimuntur non verbs, ſed gladis, the laws are 
fil:mt , and differences are compoſed not with 
words, but with the ſword : but in time of peace 


| comroverſies are peaceably ended by laws and 
by pleading ; ſoby others, it hath its riſe, from 
us, neo to knit together, quia connetiit difidentes 
in wnwm , becauſe it linkes together parties jar- 
ring. 
{I thatthe ſymme of all is this, that Saint Pau/ 
exhorts us by all poffible meances, and with all 
poſſible diligence to endeavor for peace one with 
another, by it as by a bond to keepe the unity of 
the Church,and not by ſchiſmes and contentions 
to violate it, 

2 Now to prove and demonſtratethe truth of 
the point, that it is our durie, ſo to do. | 

1 Forthe®, Though it were inno other place 
of Scripture given in charge, yet this one teſti- 
| mony might well ſuffice. Saint Paw giving this 
Charge, not aSan ordinarie man , guided by a pri- 


 vate ſpirit, but as the Pen-man of the holy Ghoſt, 
and immediately guided by that Spirit of truth 


and} 
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and wiſedome, who is not lyable to errour and 
miſtakes inthe advice which he gives: fo that iris 
not ſo much Saint Pasl, as the great God by him, 
that givesthis in charge ; ſo thar to any that ſhall 
in this point refule to yeeld obedience, we may 
well ſpeake in the words of the Apoſtle, He that 
deſpiſeth, defpiſeth not man,but God : as, if any man 
ſhall retuſe to obey acharge brought him from 


. [the King, and delivered in the Kings name by any 


meſſenger, though never ſo meane, he deſpiſeth 
not the meſſenger, butthe King himſelfe, from 
whom, and in whoſe name it is delivered to him, 
Bur yet, to put all out of queſtion, behold how, 
aS inother particulars, ſo in this, both teſtaments 
agree, breathing forth the ſame rruch. Inthe old 
Teſtament heare we David, Seeke ” and purſue 
it : ſecke it, as the man his ſtray ſheepe, as the 
woman her loſt groat, purſue it, as the Huntſman 
his game: heare the Prophet, love the cruth and 
ace. In the new Teſtament, heare we firſt our 
lefled Saviour, the King, Counſellour, and Pro- 
phet of his Church,concerning whom che charge 


_—_— 


was given from heaven at his transfiguration, 
This i my beloved Sonne, heare him : and concern- 
ing whom Moſes brings in God ſpeaking in ſo 
dreadfull a tone ſolong before, Whoſoewver will not 
hearken to my words, which he ſhall ſpeake in my 
#ame, I will require it of him: and what is more ex- 
preſſe, then the charge which he gave his Diſci- 
ples? Have ſal in your ſelves, and have peace one 
with another! Next heare we Saint Pazl, with 


whomnothing is more familiar,nerhe more fre- 
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Rom,12. 18, 


Rom 14 19. 


' x. Cor. 1.10 


quent inany thing, then in charges of this kinde. 
If it be poſſible, and as much as lyes in you, have peace 
with all men, And, Let ws follow after the things 
that make far peace. Yea, where he law this coun- 
{cll moſt neceſlarie, ſee how carneſt he is. 7 be- 
ſeech you, brethren, in the name of the Lord Ieſus 
Chrift, that there be no diviſions among you, but be 
perfetthy joyned together in the ſame minde , and in 
the ſame Judgement : \ce his carneſtneſle in deli- 
vering this charge, I beſcech you. I, that am the 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles beſeech you Gentiles. I 
might command you ina bulineſle of this nature, 
but I forbeare to uſc all my power, I rather be- 
ſeech you, and is there not locus precibus? are you 
incxorable* can you refuſe to hearken to the en- 
treaties of him , that hath done and ſuffered 1o 
much for your ſakes? I beſeech you, brethren; 
youare brethren,therefore let there be no diviſi- 
ons, I beſeech youinthe name ot our Lord Icſus 
| Chriſt. In the name of Chriſt, that is, ſay ſome, by 


| the anthoritic of Chriſt,as the officer in the Kings 


name. In this name I beſcech you, as if Chriſt 
by medid beſecci you, therefore let there be no 
divifions. Or, in the name of Chriſt, that is, by 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, which you make, 
I beſeech you, to which all ſchiſmes and divifions 
| are moſt contrary, therefore let there be no divi- 
fions. Or, in thename of Chrift, that is, ſay 0- 


thers, by the glory of Chriſt, to which all 
Y g1Ory 


| ſchiſmes inthe Church are moſt prejudiciall : as 
| you therefore tender the glory of Chriſt, then | 


| which nothing ſhould be more deare to us, let 


there 
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there be no diviſions, And in the cloſe of his {e. 


live in peace. No lfle carneſt is he inthis kinde 


with his Philippians. 1f there be any conſolation in Phil.z.r,2,3. 


Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the 
Fes; on and mercies, fulfill you vo | 

that ye be like-minded, having the ſame love, being of | 

one minde, of one accord, let nothing be done through 
firife or vain-glory. And taking knowledge of ſome 

breach betweene 2. Chriſtian women, ſee how he 

applyes himſclfe to them. 7 beſeech Euodias, and” __ 
beſeech Syntiche, that they be of the ſame minde in a 
the Lord: The ſame charge he gives to his Coloſ- | 

fians. Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, This | Col.z 15, 
is ſpokenof peace betweene the members of the | 

Church, called the peace of God, becauſe he | 
commands it, and he works it. And finally to his | 
Hebrews, Follow peace with all men. and holineſſe, Hebs. 12,14, 
And as he ſo frequently givesthis in charge, ſo 
doth he no lefle make it his humble ſuit to God 
forthe Romanes. Now the God of patience and 
conſolation grant you to be like-minded one to. 
wards another according to Chriſt Icſus. 

2 Forthe 147, ſome may ſay , why all this? 
| what makes the Apoſtle ſo earneſt * why ſhould 
; we be ſo ſtudious of peace and unity, to preſerve 
| and maintaine it? Liſtena while,and ye ſhall ſee 

good cauſe why. 

1 Becauſe of the incomparable nearneſle that 
is betweene Chriſtians, now being knit together 
by ſo many bands : heare the Apoſtle in the ver- 


les following : There # one body,then we are mem- 
C 3 bers 
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[Rom x5.5. 


Eph, 4+ 4, 9,6. 


= Epiſtle, this is bis fare-wcll. Be of one mind, | 2 Cor. 13 g 
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; bers one of another. One ſpirit : one holy Ghoſt 

quickning us all, as all the members of the natu- 
rall body are enlivened by one ſoule: called 1s oe 
hope of our calling : the ſame glorious inheritance, 
he joynt hope of which we arc called by the 
Goſpell ; then we are all of us co-heires, One 
Lord, then we are all of us fellow-{ervants. @re 
fairh, by which we all live, one doctrine of faith, 
which we all profefle. one baptiſme , by which 
we are all of us initiated into the hurch,and one 
Lords Supper, asthe common Sacrament of our 
ſpiricuall nouriſhment : and ſo in generall we all 
of us participate in the ſame Sacraments : finally, 
one God, whom we all worſhip, who is alſo a com- 
mon Father to us all, then we are brethren. 4 
three-fold cord , (aith Solowon, is not eaſily broken. 
Behole, here is a {even-fold cord. and ſhall not 
this hold us together? Sub #19 capite regimuy , uno 
[piritu vivimus , unam patriam deſiderammus omnes: 
We are governed undey one head, we live by one ſpirit, 
we all deſire one countrey, laith Saint Auſtin,with re- 
ſpe&to the three tormer of theſe bonds. Y nine 
| corporis membra ſummus , unum habemus caput , una 

perfundimnr gratia, uns pane vivimus,und incedimus 
via, tadem habitarmus domo. We arc all members 
of one body,we have one head, we are all waſhed 
with the ſame grace , we live by the ſame bread, 
we walkinthe ſame way, wedwell inthe ſame 
houſe, ſaith Paulinus to Saint Auflix. Were it no 
more, then that we are brethren, nothing were 
more unkindly then contention : who knows not, 
how unnaturall it were for brethren ro fall out 


one 
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one with another ? It was Abrahams argument to 
his kinſman Zoe, Let there be no ſtrife betweene mee 
and thee, for we are brethren, Brethren, we are of 
the neareſt kinde, having both the ſame Father, 


God, who is the father of all, and one mother, rhe 
Church, who # the mother of ws all : theretore no 


counſcll can berter fir us, then thar, which 7eſeph * 


gave his brethren; See yee fall xot out by the way, 
By this argument from rhe neerceneflc of Chritti. | 
ans, Saint Aufrn argues againſt the ſchiſine of the 
Donatiſts: fratres ſums, unum Deum imvocams, 
in wwum Chriſlum credimus, unum Euangelium au- 
dimwus unum pſalmum cantanus nnum Amen reſpon- 
demus, unum Allelyja reſonamms, unum Paſcha cele- 
brammws, quid tu foris es! egointus ſum, We arebre. 
thren, we call upon one Goa, we beleeve in one Chriſt, 
we heare one Goſpel, we ſing the ſame Pſalmes., wee 
anſwer the ſame Amen, we ecchs forth the ſame Halle. 
lujah, we celebrate the ſame Eaſter, why art thou 4- 
broad, and [ within  Andelſcwhere, Qui adora- 
ns Hnu28 Patrem, it On A3u9/Cimm unam ma- 
trem? Since we worſhip one Father, why doe wee not 
acknowledge one mother * And by the ſame argu- 
ment he {ets upon the Arrians &7 wecinms es in 0192 - 
pibus ,quare Litigamms © una oft nobis hereditas, poſſi« | 
dean ws ſent; fratres ſummns, ſermul ad cuſtodian he | 
reditatss notre vigilemws. If they art with me in all | 
things, why firive we! we have oxe inheritance let ws | 
poſſeſſe tt together, we are brethren, let its watch toge- 
ther for the keeping of our inheritance. ln a word 
therefore, ſeeing Chriſtians are 1o nearely linked 


| together, it ſtands us in hand ro endeavour 10 ww - 
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the unity of the Church in the bond of peace. 

2 Becauſe the divell is a great enemy to our 
peace, he knowes, its beſt fiſhing in troubled wa- 
ters. Its his maxime, Divide & impera, ſet them 
together by the cares, and fo prevaile againft 
them, and therefore he doth all he can to divide 
us, and to ſow the ſceds of diſcord among us, and 
| Auggtom, 10. itis his great c—_ when - Can m_ - Satan 

Serm, « Lov. | :-;,::9:phus eft Chriſtianorum diſſentio : the diſagree- 
OE | mn bombs & the jor. run Lien 
| Auſtin, And he wants not his inſtruments to fit 

| his turne, ill-minded men, who are ready to blow 

| the coales, to worke inus ill thoughts cach of 0- 

ther, ſo to occaſion private and perſonall brea- 
ches, yea to inje& intous harſh and uncharitable 
thoughts againſt the Church, and the publike go- 
vernement, ſo to make way for open and publike 
diſcord, to make us fall out with our Mother the 
Church, which is,as Auſtin ſayes well, Mater erti- 
am patrss tui, matriſque tue que nos deC hriſto con- 
| cept, Martyrum _— parturivit, in ſempiternam 
lucem Ie fidei late nutrivit & nutrit : the mo- 

? 


—n— ———— 


ther alſo of thy father, and the mother of thy mother, 
| which hath conceived us of Chriſt, hath travelled 
| with us by the bloud of the Martyrs, hath brought us 
forth to an everlaſting light, and hath nouriſhed and 
doth nouriſh ws with the milke of faith. And, if 0- 
[thers ſhould be wanting, the divell knowes how 
to make uſe of our ſelves againſt our ſelves, our 
own pride, ſelfe-love, and covetouſneſle, which 
arc the breedetsand nurſes of ſchiſme and diviſi- 
on: how then doth it ſtand us in hand, — | 
> C. to 
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8&c. to make it our earneſt ſtudy, to endeavour it 
above, orat leaſt as much as any thing, to keep 
our unity and concord intire ? for, who knowes 
not, that in places beſicged, the greateſt care is 
there to fortifie, where they tinde the greateſt 
weakeneſſe, and the fierceſt aſſaults? It is the Po- 


; 


—— 


etS argument, | 

pt jugulent homines ſurgunt de nocte latrones, 

pt teipſum ſerves, non expergiſcerss ? that is, 
Theeves riſe by night to kill men, wilt not thou awake 
zo ſave thy ſelfe © 

Certes then the divell being ſo induſtrious to 
interrupt our peace, and being ſo ſufficiently fur. 
niſht againſt us in this kinde, we had need, and it 
will well become us, to beas diligent to maintain 


our unity, that Satan have not cauſe given him by 
us to rejoyce, and triumph over us : according to 
that counſel], which Saint Auſtin, being now a- 
ged, gave toa yong Biſhop. 'Aufer litem & revoca 
pacem, ne tibj pereat homo amicus, & de vobis gaude- 
at Diabolus inimicus. Take away ſtrife, and call back 
peace, leſt thouloſe a man thy friend, and the divell 
an enemy joy over you both. 

3 Becauſe of the excellency of peace : a thing it 
is of ſpeciall worth and high price; heare we that 


ſweet ſinger of 7/7ae/, how he ſpeakes it : Behold 
how gosd and pleaſant a thing it i for brethren to 
dwell together 3n unity! Peace is comely, asan Ar- 
my in good array, orderand agreement. Its de- 
lightfull ro the eye to ſee Chriſtians at unity, as it 


is acceptable to the care to heare Bels or a Muli- 
call inſtriiment well tuned : que 4 Muſicis in cantu 
D 


! 


_ 


*Yor 0938, lib. i 


e; o B, 


Autepihe7 5. 
ad Auxilium. 


Plal. 13 3:1, 


Ang. de Civits 
Deil.2.0.21, 


A Plea for Peace, 


— 


' dicitur eſſe harmonia, ea eſt concordia in civitate:con- 
"cord in the City ts as harmony in muſicke , ſaid hea: 
'rhen Scipo, as Saint Auſtin alledgesir, God de- 
2 Cor.,z.1r1. lights to be ſtiled, Deus pacrs, the God of peace; | 
Chriſt is princeps pacts,the Prinse of peace,and King 
Eſa.96. of Salem, that 1s, King of peace; the Goſpell is Eu- 
—- ;, angelium pact, the Golpell of peace. Irs a part 
Luke 2, 1+, Otthe Angels heavenly ditty, on earth peace. It is 
' that good which our Saviour taught his Diſci- 
' ples, towiſh to thoſe honfes into which they 
Luke 10.5 | Came, ſay. peace be unto this houſe. Its that good, 
| which Dav/d taught bis ſubjets to defire for the 
Pſal.122.6. | Church, Pray for the peace of Teruſalem. It is the 
beſt legacy which our Saviour could thinke of, to 
leave to his Diſciples, when he was to leave the 
a , world, and ro goeto his Father, My peace T leave 
| * 'withyou. And who knowes not bow its at all 
Aug, de civit. | hands deſired? Sicut nemo eſt, qui gaxdere nolit, ita 
Del. 19.6,12+' nemo oft, qui pacem haberenolit, laycs Saint Auſtin - 
As there ts no man that would not rejoyce, ſo there & 
»s man that would not have peace. He goes on, pacis 
imentione & bella geruntur, unde pacem conſtat eſſe 
belli optabilem finem : ſor peace ſake, ſayes he, wars 
are undertaken, peace being the deſired end of warre. 
| And yet more,Z#, qui per ſeditionem ſe ab alys ſepa- 
raverint, niſi qualemcunque pacts ſpeciem tencant,non 
| efficiunt, quod intendunt : even ſeditious perſons, ſe- 
parating themſelves from others, faile in their enter- 
pier except they maintaine ſome ſhew and ſemblaxce 
peace among themſelves, One word more he 
acdesthere tothe ſame purpoſe : Et latrones ut tu- 
tixs infeſti ſint paci ceterorum, pacem habere volunt 
focioruam, Even theeves and robbers, that they may 
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the more freely difturbe the peace of others, will pre. 
ſerve agreement among themſelves. An argument 
chat there is excellency and worth in peace, 
which thus drawes the hearts of good and bad at- 
ter it: as Saint Auſtin ſpeakes of it. Nil in rebus ter- 
rents gratis ſoleat audiri,” nil deſuderabilius concupiſ- 
ci, nil melius inveniri. $0 excellent a thing is peace, 
that we can heare of nothing, amoag the bleſiines of 
this life, more acceptable, wee can deſire nothing 
more deſireable, wee can finde nothing that is bet- 
zer : Nor is it a wonder, that he ſpeakes ſo tran(- 
cendently of the excellency of peace, itbeing as 
the ſame father ſayes, dile&rionw mater, ſanititatis 
indicium, plebis ſanitas, gloriaſacerdotss, patrie leti. 
tia, & terror hoſtium : the mother of love, a token of 
ſanttity, the health of the people, the Prieſts glory, the 
Countries joy, the enemies terror, Nor doth it weak- 
ly argue the excellency of peace and nnity, that 
the divell doth ſo ſtrongly oppole it. So foule a 
fiend would never fightagaioſt it {o mightily, if 
he knew it not of greatprice, and ſpeciall excel. 
lency., So deadly anenemy to mankinde would 
never ſo farre bend his forces againſt ir, if he 
knew not the deſires of men juſtly carried to it. 
Whereas Campian and the reſt of the Icſuites 
were, and are ready to lade Lather with bit- 
ter inveRtives. Campian among the reſt calling 
him flagitioſum Apoſtatam, 4 wicked apoſtate : lear. 
ned Whitaker returnes this anſwer, virum preſtan. 
rem eſſe oportet.,, quem homines improbi tam capitali 
odio inſeftentur. Hee muſt needs be an eminent man 


whom ſuch wicked men proſecute with ſuch deadly has | 
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red. Nolefſe may we thus conclude concerning 
| peaceand unity of the Church tit muſt needs be 
'of ſingular excellencie, that is ſo mightily op- 


A Plea for Peace. | 


/pugned by ſo foule a fiend : and fince by all theſe 


arguments peace appeareth to be ſo excellent, 
' g00d caule thereis that we ſtudy to maintaine ir, 

4 Becauſeof the uſcfulneſle of peace and uni- 
tic :itis many waycs profitable, and divifions as 
hurtfull, and inconvenicnt : therefore peace and 
unitic is ſtudiouſly to be preſerved, and the con- 
trary as carefully to be avoided, 

1 In regardof God ; peace and unity among 
Chriſtians makes much for his honour; and divi- 
 fions among us tend no lefſe to his diſhonour: 
Charitas laudat Deum, ſaith Saint Auſtin, diſcordia 
blaſphemat: Charity praiſes God, diſcord blaſphemes 
him. As inthe family, the good agreement of 
children and ſervants is an honour to the maſter 
of the family; bur if they ſhall be alway found 
quarrelling, and contending , it will be imputed 
ro want of government : as we tender therefore 
theglory oft God , which is the end of our erea- 
tion,inthe attainment of which we ſhall provide 

for our happineſle,it ſtands us in hand, according 
to the point in hand, to endeavour 70 keep the unity 
of the pvi in the bond of peace. 

2 In regard of the whole Church, and the ſe. 
verall members of it, the preſervation of peace 
and unity makes much for ſafety : there is no bet- 
ter meanes of continuing impregaable againſt all 
oppoſition of common foes, then is unity and 
in cxcns among ourſelves, whereas onthe other 
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fide breaches and diviſions tend direaly to ruine: 
maintaining unity , we ſhall be ready to take part 
with, and to help one another : but falling out a- 
wong our ſelves , we ſtand aloofe off one from 
another, ſuffering our ſelves to be devoured by 
the common foe, while we look on : yea haply 
we ſhall be ready to act oneagainſt another, and 
ſoto ſave the enemy a labour ; as Moab againſt 
Ammon, and Ammon againſt Moab, and Edom a- 
gainſt both, ſheathing their ſwords cach in other, 
ſo that Zehoſhaphat and his Iews need not to ſtrike 
a ſtroke. As Ephraim againſt Manaſſeh, and Ma- 
naſſeh againſt Ephraim, and both againſt Tudah. 
Saint Pawl gives a hint of this, 7f, ſaith he, ye bite 
and devour one another, take heed that ye be not con- 
ſumed one of another. Who knows not , what a 
weakning it was to the kingdomes of Iſracl and 
Iudah; thatthey were ſo divided? How have the 
diviſions among the Chriſtians made way for, 
and given advantage not a little to the Twrke for 
the making of an inroad upon Chriſtendome? 
Ylyſſes demonſtrates itto Achiles,that the diſcord 
betweene him and Agamemnon would in likelt- 
hood prove the ruine of the Greeks. Itis a Dutch 
deviſe, anda good one to this parpoſe of two 
earthen pots ſwimming on the water with this 
motto, Frangimur ſi collidimur, We are broken all 
za pieces, if we claſh one againſt another, If two ſhips 
at Sea (being, conſorts ) ſhall be ſcattered by 
ſtorme each from other , how ſhall the one help 
theother? it yet they fall foule one upon the 0- 


| ther, how ſhall they not endanger one another? 
D 3 To 


2.Cbro:1,20.23, 


Iſa:9. 21» 


Gal.s.15. 


Hows 114d, x, 


4A REE ELK, 4 ICs 


——— 


A Plea far Peace. 


; Bern, j1: Cant. 
; Serm. 29» 


' Mat 12. 25. 


Aug-de To be* 
ref, c, 6, 


Fern. ii Cant. 
Ser. 29. 


Plutay. de gar. 
rtyl. 


To this purpoſe is that of Saint Bernard. Quicquid 


foris blandiri videtur, zulla et hens conſolatio, fi 


intus (quod abſit) ſeminarium diſcordie germinave- 
rit. Though the world ſeeme never ſo much to ſmile 
0n 45, we can have no comfort, if (which God forbid) 
we diſagree among our ſelves, And this is avouch- 
ed by our bleſſed Saviour, Every kingdome divi- 
ded againſt it ſelfe is brought to deſolation, and every 
Citie or houſe divided againſt it [elfe ſhall not ſtand. 
Onthis ground theretore it is, that Saint Auſtin 
gives that advice. Simul colligamus, ne dividendo 


perdamms, Let us gather together, leſt by diviſion 


weloſeall. Butunity makes for ſafety, we ſhall 
be inſuperabiles,if we be inſeparabiles : Invincible, 
if inſeparable, ®uid a foris vos conturbare aut con- 
triſtare poſſet, ſaith Saint Bernard, ſi intwus fraterna 
pace gaudeatis? What from abroad can either trouble 
ou or make you ſad, if ye enj , brotherly peace among 
your ſelves? Pax vobss a vobis ſit, * quicquid ex- 
trinſecus minari videtyy, non terret , quia n0n nocet. 
Be at peace among your ſelves, and thwſoever the 
world may frowne upon you. ye need not feare it, be- 
cauſe it cannot hurt you. Andthis did Scilur that 
Scythian King in Plutarch, repreſent lively to his 
80, ſonnes, when being now ready to dye, he 
commandeda bundle of arrows faſt bound toge. 
therto be brought unto him,which, ſo ryed to- 
gether, he gave to his ſonnes one after another, 


that they ſhould breake them, if they could; and 
when they confeſſed, that they were not able to 
do it, he took them aſunder,and cafily broke them 
one after another ; hereby teaching them how 


diſcord 
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diſcord would undo them, but mutuall agreement 
would make them invincible. And thus heathen 
Scipio (as Saint Auſtin alledges it out of the Ora- 
tour) calls concord , Optimum in omni Republica 
vinculum incolumitates : the beſt bond of ſafety ine. 
very Common-wealth, If wetientender the fate- 
tic and proſpcrity of the Church, then which no. 

thing ſhould be dear: rto us, it nearly concernes 
us to endeavour to keepe the unity of the fpirit in the 
bond of peace. | 

3 Iarcſpe of particular Chriſtians, the mem- 

bers of the Church; our ftudy to maintaine peace 
and unity, will be to them a matter of joy , no- 


agreement among them,rthat call on the ſame Fa- 
ther, and worſhip the fame God, and profeſle the 
{ame Faith, and participate in the {ame Sacra. 
ments,and are members of the ſame Church with 


they wax confident of the ſafety and impregna- 
ble eſtate of the Church againſt all oppoſition of 
forreine foes, then which nothing can give them 
more content,as they deſire nothing more then it: 
and nothing will more ſpight common foes, 


while it puts them ont of hope to thrive in their 
attempts againſt the Church. And onthe other 


(fide, this as much as any thing ſads the hearts of 


Chriſtians, to ſee their fellow-Chriſttans, as E- 
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' Aug. az {ivit, 
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thing will more cheare them, then to ſee mutu3ll | 


themſelves, this being a ſure ground, whereupdh , 


| 


St” 


' phraim againſt Manaſſeh , and Manaſſeh againſt E- 
phraim, alway biting and ſnarling one ar another: 
|this giving them cauſe to feare, the ruine of the 


Churchnot to be farre off , the very thought of 


which 
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which ſtrikes them into aſtoniſhment:for thus we 
know, that any ingenuous man takes content in 
nothing more, then to ſee his common friends li- 
ving friend-like together, and nothing goes more 
tothe heart of him, then to finde them alwayes 
quarrelling and contending. Much more will the 
true members of the Church be ſo affe&ed with 
the peace or diſcord of their fellow-members, 
Bern.parab. de | Mutus ſe vulneribus impetentes Chriſtiani, ſaith S, 
Cbrifto & Ec. | Beynard, ſeque invicem hoſtiliter concidentes,hoſtibus 
ering a longe ftamtibus riſum & inſultationem, Eccleſia ve- 
ro luttum & incurabilem incuſſere delorem, While 
Chriſtians like enemies wound and hack one another, 
they give occaſion tothe enemies looking 0n,of ſlaugh- 
ter and inſultation, but to the Church, of incurable 
egriefe and ſorrow. How deeply was Saint Auſtin 
affected with the breach which happened be- 
tweene Saint Hierome and Rnffinus , both aged 
men, learned men, and formerly great friends? 
How did it make him breake forth into a paſſion 
aug rpif.r5, | Of griefe? Hew mihi (ayes the Father) quod wos ſe. 
ad Hiern. | mul alicabi invenire non poſſum. Woe i me that 1 
cannot any where finde you together. Forte, ut moveor, 
ut doleo, ut times, prociderem ad pedes wveſtros, flerem, 
quantum wvalerem, rogarem quantum amarem , nunc 
unumquemque veſtrum pro ſeipſo, unnc utrumquepro 
alterutro, & pro alits, maxime pro infirmis, pro qui- 
bus Chriſtus mortus eſt. $0 1 am moved at it, ſuch 
is thegriefe and feare, which I have conceived for it, 
that I ſhould likely fall downe at your feet , I ſhould 
weepe till I could weepe no longer as 11ove you, ſhould 
entreat you, now both of you for each other, now - 
0 
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of you for himſel{e, and for others, eſpecially for the 
weake, for whom Chriſt dyed. Would we then not 
grieve, but joy the hearts of our tellow-Chrifti- 
ans? would we not joy, but ſtrike ſadneſſe intothe 
hearts of common focs 2 it ſtinvs us in hind, ac- 
cording to the point in hand, to hearken to Saint 
Paul calling upon us in his Pb:lippians, If there be 
any conſolation mm Chriſt, if _—— of the ſpirit, 
if any comfort of love, if any bowels and mercies, ful. 
fill ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the ſame 
love, being of one minde, and of one accord. 

4 Inreiped of thoſe, who are yet ſtrangers. 
from the Church ; our ſtudy to maintaine peace 
:nd unity among our ſclves will be uſefull and 
available to draw them to a love and liking of the 
Religion profeſſed by us,and conſequently anat- 
tractive to draw them into the Church, from 


men, that arc in any degree ingenuous, liking that 


to be moſt peaceable among themſelves and una- 
-nimous : for nothing is more available this way, 
then for thoſe that protfeſle Chriſts Religion, ac- 
cording to Saint Paal sinjunRion, to walke worthy 
of the calling, wherewith they are called, and anſwer- 
2bly toit : tor this is according to Saint Peter's in- 
junRion, 19 have our converſation, *MM, honeſt, 
| beautifull : and who knows not, whata powertull 
| commander of aftetion Beauty is? Walke then 
| anſwerably to ourcalling ; and atroope will fol. 
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Religion beſt, the proteſiors whereof they finde | 


; low, many ſhall, by meancs of it. be added tothe | 


; Church: would we ſo walke? endeavourthento 
E maintaine 
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which for the preſent they remaine ſtrangers:all ; 
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maintaine unity : tor this paiticular here in this 
verſe is joyned to the generall exhortation inthe 
firſt verlc, as included in it, anda branch of ir, as 
if the Apoſtle had ſaid , would ye walke worthy 
'of your-calling 2 endeavour then to keepe the 
{unity of the ſpirit inthe bond of peace: And lv 
|we finde theſe elſe-where joyned together : Let 
| Phil 1.27. | your converſation be as it becommeth the Goſpell of 
| Chriſt ; that iS generall , and holds propurtion 
| with the exhortation in the firſt verſe of this 
Chapter : and anſwerably to the exhortarion in 
this third verſe, he there addes, That ye ſtand faſt 
in one ſþirit, with one minde, Not C11; wins conne- 
Rion be juſtly queſtioned, tor we are callcd ro be 
children of God, who is the God of peace, to be 
members of Chriſt, who is the Prince of peace, 
and conſequently to be members one of another; 
& inthis reſ{pe it is, that S. Paul {aith,Weare called 
#0 peace in one body: And thertore low ſhall our £6- 
verſation better agree witiz our calling,then it we 
be thus ſtudious of peace & unitic?nay, how ſhall 
not our carriage be quite conttaryto our calling, it 
we be not ſo? For, tor fellow-members not to be 
at peace, who knows not, how unnaturall ic were? 
And in this reſpe& by {ad experience we ſ{ce,that 
nothing more holds off men tro embracing ot our 
Religion, nothing doth more ſtumble and fcan- 
dalize men, that are wavering,then the jarres and 
diſcords,which they ſee or heare to be among us. 
Bur there is nothing more deficeable, then to be 
inſtruments to'winne-men to God, nothing more 
to be avoided, then tv-be ſtumbling blocks in 
MENS 
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mens wayesSto hinder them from comming to 
God : defire we this conven lencie ? would we 
avoid the contrary evill-it ſtands us then in hand, 
mecmerei» hivs, &:c, to walke worthy of our calling,and 
conſe xray y «neduCuy_&&c. t0 endeavour to keep the 


5 Inrcipe& of our ſelves; this endeavour to 
keepe unitic and peace is uſctull in outward and 
inward reſpeRs. 

1 Outwardly, it will be uſefull as conducing 
to externall proſperity, and lengthof dayes, by 
vertue of Gods promile : for this is one of Gods 
conditions, on which thisis promiſed to us. What 
man is he (ith the Plalmiſt, that defires life , and 
loves many dayes, that he may ſee good * the condi- 
rion in part is, Secke peace and purſue it : if we de- 
fire this convenicncie, look to fulfill this condi- 
tion, cl{e we cannot on good grounds expe it. 
And indeed contentions may well and many 
wayes occaſion the loſſe of theſe conveniences, 
they being oft occ2fions to ſhorten life,and alw-y 
to make it uncomfortable. Beſides, thar God of. 
ten doth puniſh breaches and divifions in the 
Church among Chriſtians, by raifing up ſome 
ſtorme againſt them, which may teach chem bet. 
tertoagree, we being in thistoo like ro ſh -p-. 
which on a faire Sunne-ſhine day ar: ſcartered 
each from other upon the movntaines, but a ftorm 
brings them together. $5 doth Z»ſebing relate, 
that the Church cnjoying much peace & freedom 
immediately before the perſecution raiſcd againſt 


it by Dioclefian , and making no better uſe of it, 
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then to fall aſunder into diviſions , and faRious | 
contentions, inſtantly God took a courſe, by way | 
of puniſhment, zo cover the daughter of Zion with | 
a cloud in his anger, and to caſt downe from heaven 

to the earth the beauty of 1ſraet, aud not 10 remember 

his foot-ſtool in the aay of his anger ſetting np the right 

hand of his Churches enemies,and making them to re- 

Joyce It wethenr: ſpect but externall convenien- 

ces,it will ſtand us in hand to ſtudy peace & unity. 

2 Inwardly; we ſhall fince this ſtudy of peace 

in the Church,and among our ſelves to be uſefull 

three wayes. 


1 Tobetoour ſclyes a comfortable figne of 
our condition : hence we may conclude , that 
Chriſt dwelsin us Ybi pax ibi Chriſtus, quia Chri . 
[tus pax, ſaith Saint Ambroſe : where peace is, there 
Chriſt is, becauſe Chriſt s peace. Hence we may al- 
ſoconclude,that the holy Ghoſt is givento us, as 
the carneſt of our inheritance, and conſequently, 
that we ſhall have the inheritance it ſelfe at latt: 
for among the fruits of the ſpirit this is reckoned 


| by the Apoſtle for one, peace , and the contraric 


variance, ftrife, ſeditions, among the works of the 
fleſh. Andtothis purpoſe Saint Auſtin tells us, 
Oportere ſanitum Spiritam per columbam demonſtra- 
0 : - | 
11, utintelligat wnnſquiſque, ſs habeat ſanttum Spiri- 
tum, ſe habere debere cum fratribus veram pace. 
Thatit was requiſite that the holy Ghoſt ſhould appeare 
in thelikeneſſe of 4 Dovethat every man may under- 
ftand, that if he have the holy Ghoſt, he ought to have 
true peace with the brethren. Yea hence we may 
conclude, that Godis and will be with us, and 


then 
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then what good can we want , enjoying him that 
is the fountaine of all good? And of this the holy 
Apoſtle gives us aſlurance, Be of one minde, live ;n 
peace, and the God of love and peace jhall be with you. 
But if we give our {clves to live in contention and 
diſcord , woe be to ns; we are ſtrangers from 
Chriſt,and have no intereſt in him : we are voyd 
of the Spirit of God. Saint Jude joynes thele to- 
gether. Theſe are they that ſeparate themſelves, ſen- 
ſnall, not having the Spirit of God. Nay they are 
ſuch, as walk atter the fleſh, and are carnall: while 
there be diviſions among you, are ye not earnall; (aith 
the Apoſtle. And thus wallowing in the works of 
the fleſh, among which are reckoned contentions 
and divifions, we muſt be content to take that 
which follows, that they which do ſuch things, ſhall 
not inherit the kingdome of God. And not onely be- 
ing faRtiouſly diſpoſed and addidted to contenti- 
on, we can have no hope that the God of peace 
ſhould be with us. but alſo(fince, as Solomons faith, 
anely by pride men make contentions, in reſpect of 
which every contentions perſon is alſo a proud 
perſon,and ſince, as Saint Peter ſaith, God reſiſts 
the proud, <mnw:m he ſets himſclte in battell. 
array againſt him) we may well conclude, that 
God will be ſurely againſt us,and then what ſafe- 
- = we _ 4 _ heare we what Saint 7ames 

aith, Tf ye have bitter envyine, and ſtrife in your 
hearts, þ t not, and lye not edinſ weghary Thi 
wiſedome deſcends not from above, but is carnall; ſen- 
fuel, divelliſh, for where envying and ſtrife is, there 


| #& confuſion, and every evill worke - but the wiſedome 
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that is from above #5 frſt pure, then peaceable, &c. 
And the fruit of” righteouſneſſe ts ſowne in peace of 
them. that love peace, By which tis manifeſt, that 


our ſtudy to keep riie unity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace may certainly afſure us, that the 
wiſedome which we have, is not carnall, ſenſual, 
diveliiſh, but from God, from above, and tends 
to God, and to heaven, and that the fruit of righ- 
teouſneſle, holinefle here, and cternall lite here- 


be rcaped and enjoyed by us, and whart ſhall com- 
fort us if not this £ whereas, contrariwiſe, he that 
lives in contention and ſtrife, though he may 
brag of his Chriſtianity, or otherwiſe boaſt of his 
wiſcdome, y<tin ſo doing he glories falſly, and 
lyes againſt the truth, That of Saint Ambroſe be. 
ing moſt true of this heavenly wiſedome, Sapier. 
ti pacts eft ſtudium,imprudenti amicaſurgia. The wiſe 
man flud:es peace, the foole lowes brangles. As we 
would then provide for our comfort, it mainly 
Cconcernes us, according to this Apoſtolicall in- 
junction, to ſtudy unity and peace, 

2 This ſtudy to maintain peace, will be availe- 


able t» make us fit to ſerve God accepiably in the 


| duti-s of his worſhip : now we ſhall be fitro pray 


| with aſſurance ro be heard and accepted; for this 
Is required at onr hands by the Apoftle, ro lift vp 
pure hands withort wrath; and to ſuch prayer afſu- 
rance is given of ſpeeding. 7f +90 of you, ſayes our 
Saviour, fhal! agreeon earth jas touching any thing 


= 


which th-ry ſhall ake, is ſhall be done for thein of my 


| Father which #s in heaven, Agrecable to which is 


( 


ah 4 2 


0 R_ 


= 6 ties fer Feace. | 35 


that of Saint Cyprian, Quicqud ſimel petitur a cun- (previ. 37.00 
Otis, Dems paris pacificrs exhibet, hafever is oe | ER a2906 
an unanimous conſent prayed for by all, the God of | 
peace grants it to thoſe that are peateably diſpoſed. 
Now we ſhall be fit to heare the word of 504 aC- 
ceptably and profitably; forrthis is alſo required 
of us inthis reſpect, t0lay aſide all ſnper flvity of ma- ' 5, 
liciouſneſſe, and ſo torecerve with meckyiſſe thit en- © 
| grafted word, that is able to ſave our ſoules. Mow no | 


L ' 


lefſe ſhall we be fit ro come wit!: comtort coke 
holy Communion. 1f thou hrinz:ft, iiycs tir oue Hales 23024 
viour, thy gift i0 the Altar and there Fern; 7; that 

thy brother hath oy2ht aza:nſt thee, leave thy 2. /t ve- 
fore the Aitar, ard goetivy way, {irjt 5: reconciicd to 

thy brother, and then come and offer thy & fr. Buc, 

without this p:aceable diſpoſition, notiung tiiat 

thou canſt doe, can bee of any acceptance with | 

God. An umblameable life will not ſtand thee 11 | 

ſtead, while thou rendelſt thy {cIte from the unity 
of the Church. Quiſquis ab Eccleſia Cathelica fue- 
rit ſeparates, ſayes Saint Auſt, Quantumlibet | 1n;fyibt.rgo, 
laudabiliter viwere ſe exiſtimet, hoc ſole ſcelere, quod 5409+! feition. 
ab unitate Chriſti disjunitus eft, non habebit vitam, , © 
| ſedir * Dei manct ſuper eum. Whoſoever makes arent 
' from the Catholike Church, how commendably ſoeucy 
| he may ſeeme to himſcife 10 live for this very wicked- 
| neſſe alone, that hee ts disjoynted from the unity of 
Chriſt, he ſhall not have life, but the wrath of God a- 
' bides upon him, The ule of the Sacraments will 
| be ofnoadyantage to,thee, while thou ventureſt | 
to breake the unity of the Church. Corporalia $4- 


' cramenta, {ayes the ſame Father, . 2 portant eti- 
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ger from the Catholike Church, ſhall giue large almes; 


am ab Eccleſia ſegregati, formam poſſunt exhibere pi- 
etatis, virtus autem pietatis imviſibilis, ita in ets non 
poreſt eſſe, ſicut ſenſus non ſequitur hominis membruns 
4 corporc amputatum. Thoſe bodily Sacraments which 
m—_————_ from the Church, doe receive, may 
yeeld a forme of godlineſſe, but the inviſible power of 
godlineſſecan be no more inthem, then ſenſe can be in 
the member that is cut off from the body. Nor in this 
caſe will thy Almeſ-deeds afford thee any com- 
fort, be they never ſo abundant. S/ que remanens 
alienns ab Ecclefia Catholica eleemoſynas largas dede- 
ris, pro eo,quod in hac vita non tenet Eccleſia unita- 
tem, nou habet vitam aternam, ſaycs the ſame Fa- 
ther, or Fulgentims: If any man remaining a flran- 


even for this, that in this life he holds not the unity of 
the Church, he ſhall miſſe of life eternaf{, Nor can(t 
thou in this caſe have comtort inthy faſting, nor 
will it be of any acceptance with God; If the 
Iewes aske, Why have we faſted, and thou regarde 

it not? God returnes anſwer, Behold. ye faſt % 
ſtrife and debate. Nay, ſhould it ſo happen, that a 
man violating the peace of the Church, ſhouſd 
ſuffer ought, neither in this could he have com- 
fort, $; aliquis ex talibus (ſayes Saint Cyprian, that 
glorious Martyr, and famous Biſhop of Carthage, 
ſpeaking of the Novatians) fuerit apprehenſus, non 


eſt, qued ſibi tanquam de confeſcione nomints blandia- 
tur, cum conſiet, ſi occiſt ejuſmod: extra Ecclefpam fu- 
erint, fidei coronam non efſe, ſed penam perfidie : If 
any of them, layes he , ſhall be apprehended,they have 


x0 cauſe to flatter themſelves with the confeſſion of the 


name 
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name of Chriſt, ſince it ts manifeſt, that if ſuch ſhould | 
fuffer death, ont of the Church, it were not a Crown of 
faith, but a reward of diſloyalty. And elſewhere, 
Etſþ veciſus propter nomen fuerit extra Eccleſiam con- 
ſttutts,, & ab unitate & charitate d:w;ſus. coronart 
in morte non poterit:T oy 4a man ſeparated from the 
unity of the Church, ſhould ſuffer death for the name 
of Chriſt, he could not be crownedin death. Saint Au- 
ſtin allo rels Donatus as much,who was a Prieſt of 
the Dozatiſts: foris ab Eccleſia conſtitutus, & 4 vin- 
culo charitatis ſeparatus, ſupplicio aterno punirerss,etſi 
proChriſti nomine viuus comburereris. Being out of the 
Church, and ſeparated from the bond of charity, thou 
ſhoaldeſt be everlaſtimgly parton, though thou ſhoul. 
deſt be burned alive for the name of Chriſt. Nor doe 
theſe holy Fathers ſay all this of their own 
heads, but as they have learned it from Saint 
Paul, who plainly ſayes as much. Though 7 beſtow 
all my goods to feed the poore, and give my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it profits mee nothing. 
Nothing can be ſaid more plain tor this purpole : 
for,” if all this be unavaileable without charity, | 
then ſo it is without a ſtudy of unity, charity, and 
the ſtudy of peace being undivided companions. 
As therefore we would not loſe our labour, nor 
ſtrip our ſelves of comfort in all thatwe doe or 
ſuffer. it ſtands us in hand according to Saiat 
Pauls injunRtinn to ſtudy peace and unity. . 
3 To furniſh us with opportunities of doing 
and receiving good mutually by the improve- 
ment of rhe C::mmunion of Saints: for God hath 
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\burgiving each man in the Church his proper 


graces, not giving ſomeall, and ſome noneat all, 


ſhare, and dividing to cach man his ſeverall gift, 
according to that ſtation inthe Church, to which 
he hath deſigned him, ſo thatas no man is abſo- 
Jute, ſo there is none, but may bein his way be- 
neficiall, there is none, but may ſtand inneed of 
another; there is none, but may be uſefull to ano- 
ther, the head cannot ſay tothe foot, I have no need of 
thee, Saint Paul ſtands in need of Onefephorws his 
rclicfe, and Oxcſiphorus needs Saint Pauls prayers, 


| The ordinary Chriſtian ſtands in need of the 
' Miniſters inſtru@ion, exhortation, and comfort, 
and there is not the moſteminent Minifter in the 
Church, whoneeds not the prayers of the mea- 
[neſt Chriſtian : how earneft therefore, and how 
frequent is Szint Paul in deſiring the prayers of 
' Chriſtians for him ? Theſeech you brethren, for the 
Lord Teſws Chrifts ſake, and for the love of the Spirit, 
that ye ſtrive together with me in your prayers to God 
for me, &c, And, furthermore brethren pray for ws - 
| Thus Saint Auſtin writing to Darius alay man. 
| Ora pro me, ne defictarn, ora, fili, oa; ſentio quid di- 
; cam, ſentio quid petam, nou tibj videatur indignum, 
| &f quaſp ultra merita tna, frandabis me 14gno adjute- 
110, ſ6 non fecers, 6c. Pray for me, that I faile not, 
pray, ſonne, pray : I know what I ſay. 1. know what I 
 defire: let it not ſeeme to thee an unfitting thing, and 
| 45 it were beyond thy merits, thou ſhalt deprive me of 
| aſpeciall helpe, if thou doe it not. $0 Tertullian, Oro, 
| ut cum petitts, etram Tertulliani peccatoris memineri- 


| £is..T deſire that in your prayers,you would alſo remem- 
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| there will be ſocictie, and ſo an opportunitie and 


—_— 
—— 


— 


A Plea for Peace. 


Ee 


39 


ber Tertullian « ſinner. And ſo Saint Bernard, Is- 
wate me orationibus veſtris, ut ſemper poſiim, & loqui 
que oportes, & opere implere , que loquor. Helpe me 

with your prayers,that I may alway both fpeake ſuch | 
things as I ought, and practiſe what I ſpeake, In this 
regard who tecs not how uſctfull it 15to maintaine 
unity £ For, ſo long as there is mutuall peace, 


readineſſeto do good by the employment of the 
abilities wherewith God hath in any kinde furni- 
ſhed us, and we ſhall be as ready to reape benefit 
by theabilities of ethers. But let peace be viola. 
ted, and way given to diſcord and jarring, and | 
preſently there follows ſtrangeneſſe , we ſhall be 
ready to flye off one from another in time of 
need, and oneto ſcorneto be beholding to ano- 
ther : as therefore we defire to reape the benefit 
of the communion of Saints, it ſtands us in hand 
toendeavour to keep peace and unity, 

Thus I have done with the proofe of the point, 
wherein I have the more enlarged my ſelfe, be- 
cauſe the point is praQticall : but the more I have 
ſpoken of this, the lefle Tſhall need to dwell upon 
the application. To which I were now immedi. 
ately to come, but that there are two queſtions 
which necd reſolution. 

veſt. 1. How farreand with whom muſt we 
minde and ftudie peace ? £4»nſw, Heare we the 
Apoſtle. 7## be poſſible, and 4s much as lyes in you, 
have peace with all men. With all men,then certainly 
with al them that live inthe pales of the Church. 


| ———— 


If it be poſcible, and as much 4s lyes in you, faith the 
fit be poſi - — 
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Apoſtle. There are caſcs then, in which it is not 
[tor us to have peace with men : heare we there- ; 
tore how the Scripture limits this ſtudy of peace. 
21h 8.19, Lovethetruth and peace, {auth the Propner. Follow 
Heb 121+ peace and holineſſe, taith the Apoſtle. No turther 
theretore is peice to be maintained by us, then as 
may be without the prejudice of truth and holi- 
ncfle. Therefore 1. with Hereticks againſt the 
foundation weare to haye no peace,no,not to bid 
z1ok,1t. \them,God ſpeed; Hethat bids them God ſpeed, ſaith 
_ the Apoſtle, is partaker of his evill deeds. To this 
Eaſcb.0f-EC urpolc £ ſebins trom 1 lates, how Sai 
cf 1.3.4, 25+ | Purpole Enſebius trom Jreners relates, bow Saint 
John the beloved Diſciple, going into the bath at 
| Epheſus, to waſh himſelfe, and finding Cerinthus 
| the Hereticke in the bath , went away without 
waſhing, and ſaid. Fugiamns hinc, ne balneum cor-| 
ruat, in quo Cerinthus veritates inimicus lavat. Let 
ze flye hence, leſt the bath fall on our heads, in which 
Cerinthus the. enemy of the truth waſhes himſelfe. 
And that Polycarpus meeting Marcion the Here- 
Euſeb.biſt, pe. | TICKE, and Marcion ſaying to him, Agnoſcis nos? 
cleſ. «4 414+ | doſt they Hot know us? refuſed to change any words 
with him, onely returaing him thattart anſwer, 
Agnoſco te primogenitum Satane, I know thee to be 
the eldeſt y of the divell : In this caſe therefore 
it will be good for us to take up Saint LAuſtins re- 
Aug, tom, 6. | ſolution. Mancat potiue nobis adverſus Manicheos 


tonira Fauſtur | | a \ aga>g 
ankbd.ao (070 Verttate certamen quam cunt ills in falſutate con 


— —— 


| ca,2. cordia. Let us rather contend with the Manichees for 


the truth, then agree withthem in + 2+ With 
abhominable wicked perſons, blaſphemers,drun- 
kards, adulterers, and the like, in their ſinnes, | 


%. 


with! 


with ſuch maintai1e no peace. So ayes S. Auſtin. | 


— 
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| Magiſtrate, and his laws for the preventing, or | 


Apoſtletherefore requiring the ſtadious preſer- | 
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Pax cum bonss cuſtodienda eſt, noncum ſceleratis & | qu tgn.ro. 
iniquis, qui pacem inter ſe habynt , in peccatis ſuts. | de1emp. Ser, 
Pax cum bonis, bellum cum vitis ſemper habendum | 5 
eſt. Maintaine peace with thoſe that are good, 20t at | 
any hand with wicked and unrighteous perſons, main- | 
taining peace among themſelves in their ſinnes: we are | 
alway to keepe peace with good men, but withall tobid 
battell againſt the vices of men.Inthele caſes, warre | 
is better then peace, contention then concord; | 
agreement inerrourand finne is not peace, but | 
conſpiracie: Chriſt had better have a troubled 
Church, then none at all : Iris more for the ho- 
nour-of God, that there be inthe Church truth 
and holineſle with contention, then quietneſle 
with herefic and impicty. 

weſt. 2. Bur, doth this exhortation for the 
ſtudy of peace and unitic exclude all going to law 
for the deciding of controverſies. happening be- 
tweene men about meum & twum , the'proprietie 
of goods? Arſ. | At no hand ; God commandcs 
peace, he-no where forbids us to make uſe of the | 


righting of wrongs. This may be,and peace, not 
broken, We have, queſtionlefſe, heard of. men, 
who having beeneatlaw together, for the deter- 
mining of fomedifference happening betweene 
them, have yet travelled together from the place 
of their abode, up to this City,and have beene at 
bed and board together ina friendly-manner, The 


vation of peaccand unity, forbids not the other: 
F onely 
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[ In which regard we may juſtly take up the com- | 
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onely this is required by vertue of this charge, 
chat we go not to law for every trifle,but for mat- 
ters of importance, that we try all other fairer 
meanes firſt, that we make peace theend of our 
ſuits, thatwe be charitably affced cach to other 
while the cauſe is depending: and finally, that we 
reſt quictly in the determination of the Indge, 
howlſoever the cauſe be ended, with,or againſt us, 
neither inſulting over the partie, whom we foile, 


nor envying or maligning in caſe we receive the | 


foile. 

And now, theſe queſtions thus cleared. 
3. Come we tothe application : And here, 

x The world juſtly deſcrves ſharpe reproofe 
for the ſcarſitie of peace, and the little care that 
men have to maintaine the unity of the Church, 


plaint of S. Gregory Nazianzen in that cauſe. Pax 
ab omnibus laudatur, a paucis ſervatur. All men praiſe 
peace, few keepe it, The Papiſts in this caſe flie in 
our faces, as Schiſmaticks, tor ſo they ordinarily | 
brand us, objeRing tous,that we have broken the ! 
peace, and made a rent in the Church ; A breach | 
there is, we confeſle, but whether we or they be | 
guiltic of it, let any indifferent man be judge. ; 
Onely for the manifeſtation of it, give me leave ' 
to repreſent to youa parable uſed by a reverend | 
Prelate of this Church. A man invites his friend | 
to a feaft, they cate and drinke together, and are 

merry; atlaft, the Maſter of the feaſt drinks to 

his gueſt, and gives him an apple , but ſuddenly 

a ſpider falls into the cup, and the apple is worm- | 


caten, 


he —_— 
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eaten, whereupon the gueſt forthe time ab 
the Maſter of the feaft urges his gueſt to cate of 
the apple, 2nd to drinke of the wine:the gueſt re- 
plyes, It is not ſafe z ſee you nor the ſpider inthe 
cup? ſce younot the wormein the apple? ler me 
firſt take out the ſpider,then I will drinke ; let me 
cut out the worme,then I will eate,I like the wine 
well, and the apple, I like not thefe:hereupon the 


Maſter of the teaſt grows cholerick at his gueſt, | 


| asover-nicc, he throws the diſh-s and cupsat his 
head, and ar laſt ſhametfully thruſts him out of 
doores: ſay now whether of them hath broken 
the peace, and violated the laws of hoſpitalttic, 


EE mm 
ſtains; 


It is juſt the caſe berweene the Papiſts and us. I 
hope then you will be able rogive the ſentence, 
thar it is nor we; bur they, that have broken the 
cp Bur che particular application of the parg- 
le, aseaſje and obvious T leaveto yuu : Bur for 
thar, which they vbjec to us, of the breaches and 
diviſions that are among our {eclves, in regard of 
which they are ready to conclude,that we are not 


a true Church ; It were good they would confi- 
der two things. 1. That weare notthe firſt, be- | 
tweene whom there have beene diviſtons. Wit- 

nefſe Saint Paxl , and Barnabas; witnelle Saint | 


| Hierome, and Ruffings , witneſſe the Exſterne and 
| Weſtern Church about the celcbration of Eaſter: 
| yet the two former couples were ſtill held godly 
men eminent men, and the latter couple both ac- 
knowledged Churches of Chrift. 2. Thatrhere 
are net wanting among themſelves great diffe- 
[renees, and that abonr ſuch points as they 2c- 

knowicuge 
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on, as about Purgatory, the bleſſed Virgin, the 


knowledge fundamentall points of their Religi- 


power of the Pope, and ſuch like ; whereas the 
differences among us are onely in ſuperſtrucures, 
in lefle principall eruths, whules 111 the maine, and 
fundamentall points of our Religion we have 
(God be thanked) a firme concord , as may ap- 
peare by the harmony of confcſhons. They ther- 
tore arc juſtly to go in the fore-front. 

Though yet it muſt with gricte be eonfeſled, 
that many among our ſelvesare feartully guiltic 
of breaking the peace, and unitic of the Church; 
the more the pitie : ſome contending for and a- 
bout worldly things , maintaining tedious ſuits, |. 
ſometimes for trifles, not worthy to be named: 
ſome about Theologicall Articles, as Parems calls 
them. And the Dyſciplinarians about innocent ce- 
remonies enjoyned by the Church with reſpect 
to decencie and uniformity in the worſhip of 
God, concerning which God hath not in his 
Word given any expreſſe order , one way or 0- 
ther, leaving themto be ordered by the Church, 
according to thoſe generall rules layed downe in 
the Word aboutindifferent things. And yet about 
theſe things what fearfull breaches are among us? 
Some, not contenting themſelves, not to > wack 
tothe authoritie of the Church , but endeavour. 
ing to ſet all in a combuſtion, not oncly in private 
whiſpering againſt the Church,and the power of 
it, but alſo publiſhiug and divulging ſcandalous 
libels, by which they ſtudy to make menour of 


CC ——— 


love with the Government ſetled, pratling of in- 
novations, | 


CI 


novations, and perl! people that- P 
muſt needs be creeping in, e thoſer 94's 
which tend to reverence and devotion , to 


or 
and decencie, are ſomewhat more ſtrialy ly up 
now, then formerly they have beene: t 
might cafil 7 be maxifeted chatthele things Vere 
practiſed by the Chriftian Church long before 
Popery was ſo much as thought on z as may cafil 
appeareto any, thatare inthe leaſt manner 
led in the writings of the Lnciews z and I donbt 
not, but the ignorance of i Antiquity is one maine 
_ ofthis violent oppoſition. Bur ler all that 
are guilty in this kinde, not being ſtudious of 


peace, but for theſe b — 
the the Church, let theſe Tl, —= 


unworthy of their calling — _ ar- 
gumentt ey ae earl, eco Ayrer or 
domeisearthly, ſenſuall,devilliſh : tary ber ors 
are Chriſtians, but it were to be they 
would walke as ſuch, leſt they be found to lye a- 
gainſt the truth : Heare they what Saint Tuftis 
Martyr ſaid long ago, dr ud iver'ganmubiirres a5 iNn2? 
[Xerrds] 1005 Adwoes jab bores geeriardt, xdr abyert It yAo)- 
rus ml 4% Xyiot yp ]atls 1op 369 paaror Abyormes, de 762 
xg? nl igya agg ferias owHrordm Ton nerve. If any bes 


| 


found not to live as Chriſt hath taught, 


pune Irie Sheogh with the 
that they are not Chriſtians ,8 wit 
the yr egerh : for not 
rs wires qu 5 eſſe, bus thoſt Sobich ſecond thei 
with anſwerable works doth Chriſt «ſure of 
And to the ſame purpoſe Terialien, 


chough moreconcilcly : Dicer aliqui, ctw dew _— ee | 


_ 
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Any. fors 7. 
parre J, contra 


\ Epift. Parmen. 
40.1.6, 4+ | 


| 1d. ft Baptif, F 
| contra Donat. 
þ 2:64. 6, 


Num.16, 


} 
i 
{ 


| $0.31,32, 33 


Veric 35, 
$ | 


c © 


+ 


| ſtriz e xcedere quoſdam a regula diſcipline : Some will 
fe rh that even. ſome of our owne violate the rule of 
Chri 


| 


| 


| 


| LX0.3 2.3,4)5 | 


Ter. 36.23. 


; Num. 16. 29. 


ftiani habcri penes nos. We then. ceaſe to acknowledge | 
them to be Chriſtians. Let not ſuch judge their finne 


Sacrilegium ſchiſmatts omnia ſcelera ſupcrgreditur, 


| principals go. 


1anitie : but he anſwers, Deſanunt tunc Chri- 


to be 1m«)l, but know, as Saint Auſtin fayes, that 


The ſacriledge of ſchiſme exceeds all ſannes. And for 
proofe of this, let them take into conſideration, 
that other paſſage ot. the ſame Father. Sub. veters 
teftamento idolum fabricatat &r adoritwr;liber Pro- 
pheticus ira Regis contemprorisdgcendicur, & 
{chiſma tentatur, m:rhe id. Teſtarent-we reade of 
an Idoll made and. worſhipped, exeti'a golden calte 
by the 1ſraclites 4,4 propheticalibookburis in 4 rage, 
by a contemptuous:; eng . [Terenwnhs book-firſt writ- 
ten, then read by BerachyJaſtly cnt inpicces, and 
burnt by lehojakim::and a ſchi earrciupted,name- | 
ly, by Korghandiscomplices.: Idtlelatria gladio 
punitur exuſtia libs kellica gade eienprovitate, ſchiſ. 
ma hiatu err 4, au hortbus VIVE. ſepults, OF. cateris 
celefti igne. con{ynptice The idolatry is puniſhed with | 
the ſword , the:byrning of. the beok with warre-hke 
[laughter and gaptivitie-: hut for the attemwpters of the 
[chiſme a commap it &20n-will nat ſerve, God w.ll 
do anew thing, the earth ens her month , and *the 
(6. quicke into the pit, aud rhe con- | 


Heber es eh fericd with fire from heeves.. Quis 
jar dub;tar, qr. the Father, hoc <e ſocker aur, 
1Deh 


finne whe greazgeft, tn the n- 


\ 


nt of which we finge the greateſt:ſeueritiet 
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their orherwiſe unblameable converſtion, in 
their prayers, in thetralmes, norin ought elfe, it 
being moſt true of all ſuch, thatrhe ſanie Father 
ſaycs of the Donatiſts : w/e illa que laudantur in 
Eccleſia, nihil illis profunt quia conſcindunt wnitatem. 


All thoſe things, (namely virginity,” continency 
ae by violate the 


almes)profit rhem nothing, becaaſet | 
nity of 7h; wry Sucks men = worlc then thoſe 
rude Souldiers, who were the crucificrs of our 
Saviour : In which reſpeR we may ſay of them, 
as Saint Afr of the Donatiſts. Yen perſecutor 
& non freen crars Chriſti, vinis Donattis, & diſe- 
rupit Eccleſiam Chr:fti. Integrum corpus Chriſti 


eſt in crace 1mer tnauus perſecutorum, or iner manus 


Souldiers comming broke not the lees of Chriſt Dona. 
tus commin rar tabs 4 randy pd the 7 | TP 
Chriſt.The body of Chriſt remaines entire onthe Croſſe 
in the hands of his enemies: aud the body of the Church 
is not entire in the hands of Ehriftians:timally,let nor 

ſuch expe peace and comfort inthe concluſion, 
but except they repent of their attemprs againſt 

the peace of the Church, Jet ther be fure of it, 

that, as they love wrath, they ſhall have wrath, 

and that, as 7oſhua ſpake to &chen, fo it will be 

done tothem, thatas they have 3roubled 1[raet, fo 
God ſhall troable then, 

2 Fora cloſetherefore, ſuffer 2 word of exhor- 

tation: inthe words of Saint Paul:I beſtech you bre- 

thren in th: name of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, that there 


Chriſtianorum n0n of integrim corpus Eccleſia. The | 


ws, bat be perfettly joyned rage- 
ther, Atany hand, take we vet that we be not 


G2 lea- 


Aug.in loan | 
Evang.trafi. i, 


Aug.in Pſal.3 4 , 


Toflu.7.25. 


: Cor,1, 10, 


| A Ples for Peace. | 


leaders of othersinto ſchiſme from the unity of 
Þ\. the Church: this would be in all reſpects as ill an 
"1 ml office as we could poſſibly doe them, and of as 
S dangerous conſequence to our ſelves, But, be- 
cauſc it is not enough for us to abſtaine from evill, 
except we alſo ſet our ſelves to doe good, let us 
not content aur ſclves- notto. draw others from 
the unity of the Church, doc we alſo our utmoſt 
diligence, to hold others in it, and to reduce them 
to it, incaſe we know any drawne from it : ler the 
AF! peace of the Church be deare-to us: here ket us 
2 iis uſc our beſt rhetoricke, and, our moſt powerfull 


4$ 


| perſwaſions: Chriſt hath faid it : 7 an are the 
peace-makers, they fhall be called the chilaren of God : 
as we would ſhare in this bleſledneſle, ler this be 
our ſtudy. Shall we be counted pick-thanks, and 
fatterers, and time-lervers, if we ſet our ſelves 
tothis worke? Regard not ſuch uncharitable cen. 
ſures, ſacrifice ourcredit and good name tothe 
ner 1) bs Church; be we 'regardlefſe of mens 
3 wleſie tongues in compariſon of a bufinefle of 
bi: : ſo high a nature, and ſo ſpecial! advantage. May | 
5 the defire or attempting of this tend to our out- þ 

| ward diſadvantage ? let not this at anyhand take 
us off from this endeavour. It was a good anſwer 
of Saint ro the Donatifts, and a holy reſo- 
lution, which he thercin exprefled. They obje- 
Qed, ws (Catholic) res woſtr as concupiſcitss, & au- 
fertss : ye(Catholicks) covet and rake away our goods 


|. | | Math.y 9. 


joey res Catholici ay 

un [u, noſira cum chars 

| ant. Would to God, . rh would become Gu/halil = 
FER | 1485, 


, 
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ftians, condition, that they poſſeſſed not oncl 

rbeir —— ours alſo ne aku rien 
| Butwe may bein to ſuffer hardſhip, if we 
thus ſce our ſelves to ftudy the peace of the 
Church: Neither is this to be regarded. Dionyſs. 
#« Biſhop of Hlexandria, writing to Novatms, who, 
having diſturbed the peace of the Church, pre- 
eend, that he was compelled by others ſoro doe, 
returns _ = grave anfwer, 0 poleyk 2 7 
re, ne Ecc Dei ſ[cinderes, Thou) chuſe 
rather to ſuffer any / then ſo 10 diſturbe the 
Church. He addes, Nec eff Martyrium hoc, Ecclefie 
non ſcindende gratis toleratum, minoris glerie, quan 
quod fertar propter Idololatrie recuſationem; Img meo 
Judicio majoris gloria eft, Illic enim. pro una anims 


| mariyrium roleratur, hic ver pro univeris on 


Neither i this martyr dome, ſuffered for not making 
erent in theCharch, leſſe glorious then that which « 
##dergone for the refuſal of idolatry. Nay in my opi- 
2101 it is more glorious : for in that « man ſuffers for 
the behoofe of one ſoule, 1m: this for the behovfe of the 
| whole Church. The fame may no leflc be ſaidof 


or to reduce; them. tothe unity of the Church. 
Therefore all excuſes laid afide, letus all.inour 
rn our uemoſt endeavour this way. E- 
peckally, ifany have been occaſions of breaches. 


inthe Church, let ſuch ſceke tomake amends by 
ſtudying by all meanes to reduce thole tothe u- 
nity of the Church whom they have been mearis 


to rend from it. $ perſueſerss fratribus, (ayes Dio- 


LA 


G3 is 


ſuffering ought for the ſtudy to retaine othersin, | 


| 3yfive tO Noveras in the aforeſaid Epiſtle, _— 
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{Pltafor Peace. 

is etiam, Fm” ad conrordiane redeant,, majus erit hos 

ein tam eximiam, filam delittum, quod prateſiit, 
& illud quittem, non impntab patabitur, hoc verb laudabi- 
tw. If how foals perſwade the brethren, or if thou 


went before, and that ſhall not be imputed, but ths 
ſhall be prayſed. 

Saycsany, that this endeavour will beyaine, 
andthe labobrloſt * letno ſuch thoughts hinder 
us fronithis attempt: for, firſt, haply thou maift 
pteveile with them by the good hand of God up- 
oftiyy'endeavour. Abſit at ipſe, nolent tecum retts 
ſemtive,ſayes Saint Auſtin, Cum quo eos. deleftavit 
erraP++ abſt ut reſiſtant tibi vers dicenti, coi conſen- 
ſerant 2 weritate deviant. God forbid that they ſhontd 
not joyne with thee inright y dro who del:ghted to 
errewith thee: God forbid-that they fhogld refpſt phee 
ſpeaking the truth, who conſented to thee deviating 

eau, -* we 

2 If thou canſt not preyaile with them, yet this 
will affordthee comfort,that thou haſt endeavou. 
red it, Thou mayeſt ſay with the Prophet, F have 
laboured in waine, but my judgement is with the 
Lord.and my worke with my God.Itis moſt true,chat 
Sainr Auftrm ſayes, $i ci diligentia medicine hujus 
impenſa"nen profit, ſufſicit- ad rationem reddendam 
Des, quod now ceſſavit impeudi. If this my diligent 
endeavour beſtowed nyo any, profit hinsnor, yet it is 


God, that I Wave rot beene flacke, to uſe this diligente: 


per- 


* ſhalt alſo compel! them to come againe to aercerpent, 
| pro good worke ſhall be greater hos the offence, which 


he adders, ficut enim ſueſor peccati malignus, erfo non 


| 


; 


ſufficient for my comfort in giving up my account to | 


_ _— _ —_m—_ Lis. i he ] > LY 
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| perfuaſerit, aperith perſueſortopanen incurrir, ita fil 
ils juſtitie predicater,, aſi ab hominibus reſpuatur,' 
abſity ut apud Deum (wiof ict. mercede defrandeiur ©. 
for, a« he that ſhall wixkedly, affay-10 draw another v8 | 
foxve, though he prevacle nat, dethyet deſervetly in- 
enrre punilhment, as 1f he had prevailed: $9 God for-- 
hid. that the faithfull 'Preacher of. nighteouſneſſe, 
though he be rejetted of men, ſhould \miſje of. bis re- 
ward with God: tor lo ſ{1ycs the Apoltle, Andeve. | "OP" 
#y man ſhall receive his owneremard according 10. his my 
owne labour: ſecunduns laboxemynon. ſecundum. prox 


labour uot according to his ſuceeſſe in his labour. And, | 3 5423.14, 
'becauſe the ſucceiſe of our endeavours in all 
kindes. depends uponthe bleſſing of God, to our | 


prayers to God. for them in the words at Saint 

Auſtin. Tranquillet Deus & componat animos veſtros. Auyyil.teg. 
ut 101 in yobis prevalcat aprs Diabols. fed pax, Des md et 
vincat in cordibus. God quiet and compoſe your minds, .\'Ouena: 


that the worke of thed:well may not prevaite in you but 


far ourawne parts endeavour to keep: the unity: 
| of the Spiric in the hond of peace. Suffer we not' | 
our ſelyes.. to be: ent from .the unity of the 
Church, or,.if we:have, ;been. by any.cmeanes 
drawn from: it, letusat-laft readily returne- to.it:*| 
Conſider whathath been ſaid;& the:Lor1give us 
underftandingin all things. Would-weſce-good; | -» 
and enjqy.long dayes ? would we be ſure that we 
have that wiſcdome-which is from above 2 be- 


iro at cat. letusalllooke to our {clvcs.thatwe 


w 


4 


wentwm, as Saint Bexnard ob caves : according ro his \Bera, de canſid 


perlwaſjons uſed towards them, adde- allo Find EO | 


the peace of God may tule.g+ beare [may i8 your hearts, >. vi ro | 
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verb. 4poftedi. | fratrems, animoſam elationems, - xs off 


+ |the maintenance of peace. Sirecordaric quad frater 


peaceable,, wrangle nat for trifles, contend not 
about uncertainties: Reſolve we with Saint 4u. 
fin, that melize eff dubitare de occultis, quam litige- 
redeincertis, Tis beter to be dowbifull concerning ſe- 
crets, then ts be contentious —_— 

| ere wncertaine. We arc brethren, 


ſtrife between us: weare travellerstogether to- | 
| wards the ccleſtiall Canaan, ſee that we fall ner 


'out by the way. We have common foes, let us 
| hold together that. we may 5494477 fight rogerher 
for the fairh of the Goſpel, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, 
Let the glory of God be precious to us, obſcure 
it not by our jarresz Ict the credit of religion be 
by us, blemiſh it not by our contenti- 
ons: tender the ſafety of the Church ſo farre, as 
| notto hazard it by our broyles: In a word, {ve is 
peace, and the Godof love and peace ſhall be with ws. 
| Tothis end I beſcech you, that my counſell 
| may be acceptable to youin the tollowing parti- 


x Abandon pride, and labour for humility:for, 
onely by pride, men make contentions, (ayes Salomon. 
11 eft, ayes Saint Bernard; Hic & modo pe- 
| cem inter nos ſervari, niſi & qui in aliquo offendit 

ws er, 
ER 
vices, now 
47g ws, except both be, rae un! as, ends 
bic brother, beware of flemackfull henghtineſ[e, «nd 
| he that v off #9 lefſe take beed of inexorable 
obſtinacy, Anil therfore he preſcribes this rule for 
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dam veniam : ſitu habeas advtyſme illum, fis fatilis 
ad dandam, 3 Omnia erunt'in pace. Tf thou remember 
that thy. brother hath oweht againſt thee, in humilit 

crave pardon: If thou haſt ##zhd aQ#nÞ him, be realy |; 


difables us tor both theſe: a proud perſon ſcornes 
to ſtoopto acknowledge a fault, or to aske for- 
| givencſſc of it,, and by: an over-weening conceit 
| of himſelfe, is ſoapprehenfive of any wrohg done 
to him, that be judges it unreaſonable ro paſſeit 
by: but humility will inable a manto- allthis : if 
then we would maintain peace among our ſclyes, 
ſhun pride, labour tor'/humility: for itis moft true, 
that Saint 4uft;nſayes, arilwerableto the forena- 
med paſſage of the wiſe man : hnwilitate pax cufto- 


peace, pride is a make-bate. 

2 Be nottoo vehement and impetuous in ſee- 
king either wealth or honour : Seekeff thou great 
things for thy ſelfe * ſeeke them not, ſayes Godto 
Baruch by the Prophet : And indeed feeke them 
not, if we-havea defire to-maintaine peace: for,as 
| Arnobins {ayes well, yon eſſet utique lis in ſecals, fi 
; 101 ung alis vellet ditior fieri,el in opibus vel in ho. 


to grant parden.and all things ſhall be in prace.” Pride | 


dita eft,, elatione dirupta eſt : humility conduces #0 | 


— 


— 


noribus. There wonld be no contention in the world,ex- 
cept we did, deſire to exceed each the other either in 
wealth; or 'in honour . How frequently have we 
found covetouſueſſe and ambition to uſher in 
ſchiſmeand diviſions? Thus; as Tertultianteſti- 


fies; Yalemtinue, hunting after and hoping for” a] 
Biſhopricke, and\mifling of it, another who = 
| H Ut- 


| 


tux habet altinid adverſnit6; fit bumilit —_ 


Aug, contra t- 
pift. Parasn. 
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Ier.45:5> 


Arnob,ia Pſal, 


390. 


Tertul.cont!a 
Valeniiniano!. 


| 


"4 
— ſuffered much forthe name; of Chriſt, \being 


panic. 1.6e 85-| yeS. Saint, Awbroſe, being. diſpleaſed-thar he 


| Aug decivit. | ſayes Saint Auſtin, could ſay, concordiam ſine ju- 


— — EE  ———_ 
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preferred before, him, being. hereat difſconten- 
ted, became the head of a faction, who from 
Ambr.rom.1.de| jm were called - YV alentinians.... SO Novetianus 


miſſed of a Biſhopricke, which he hoped: for, en- 
tred the liſts againſt the Church, and made a | 
fration in it. And ſo have we found it to be a- 
mong our ſelves, As wedeſirethen to bearmed 
| againſt diviſions, moderate-our deſires of great | 
things in this world. | 
3 Maintain rightcouſncfſe in our dealings, let 
us be carcfull Suum cuique tribuere, to give every 
|manthar, which belongs and is due to him: give 
Ceſar his due, according to the injunftion of the 
Rom.13 7 | Apolile, cuſtome, to whom cuſtome, honeur, to whom 
honour, feare towhom feare # due. Give the Mini- 


—_—_ 


maintenance according tothe lawes of God and 
the King, and ſotocvery one elſe in his ſeverall 
kiade. The want of this care we have found to 
| be the occaſion of fearefull breaches. In this re- 
gard it is, that. the Poets have made peacethe 
daughter of righteouſneſle : ſo heathen Scipio 


DeikabcIt* | otic efſe nom poſſe, chat peace canyor be without righ- 


zeouſnefſe. And the ſame Father deſcanting 
Avg "”_ thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt, Righteouſneſſe and 
peace have kiſſed each other, ſpeakes fully to this 
purpoſe, Fac jnſtitiem & habebis pacem; ſi non a» 


ſter his due, his double honour of reſpeR and | 


| mavers juſtitiam, pacem non habebs. Amant enim © 


| ſe dw ifta, juſtitia & pax; due amice ſunt. Worke 
| righte- 


| 
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love net righteoufnefle, 'thou ſhalt not have 
peace * for theſe two, righteouſneſſe and peace,? 
love cath other, they Ate two' friends. He addes, 
Tu forte unam vis, & alteram non facs: nemoenin 
eſt, qui non vnlt pacem, ſed non omnes = rnd 


righteeuſneſſe, and thou ſhalt have peace, it = 


Juſtitiam, Imterroga omnes, vultis pacem * refpondet 
torum genus humanum, opto, cupis. Ama juſtitian, 
quia due amice ſunt, mutud ſe oſculantur. Haply 
hou wouldeſt have one, thou wouldeſt not doe the 9- 
ther : for there is no man which deſires not peace, but 
all have not a minde to worke righteouſneſſe. Aske all 
men, would yee have peace * all mankinde anſwers | 
with owe conſent: yes, with all our hearts. Then Goo! 
riehteouſneſſe, for theſe two are great friends, they 
kiſſe each other, He addes further, St amicans packs 
non amaveris, noni amabit ipſa pax, nec ad te ve- 
niet;inimicus es amice mee, inquit pax ,quid me que- 
ri! Amica ſum juſtitis, quemennque inveners ini- 
micum amice mex, n0n ad illum accedo:vy ergo veni- 
ye ad pacem? fac juſtitiam: If thos loveſt not the 
friendof peace, neither will peace love thee, or come 
neare thee. Thon art an enemy to my \friend, ſayes 
peace, why doſt thou ſeeke mes I am afriend of righte. 
ouſneſſe; If 1 finde any man a foe to-my friend, I will 
not have to doe with him. Wouldeft thou therefore 
attaine peace! worke righteouſneſſe. And inthe ſame 
place,gdeſcanting on thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt, 
Depart frpm evill, and doe good, ſeeke peace and pur- 
[»e it, he-addes further, Declina 4 mals of fac bo- 
num, id oft, amajuſtitiam, tum quare pacem, jam e« 
#17 nou din queres illam, quia & ipſe occurret tibi, | 
H 2 — 
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ut oſculetur juſtitiame. - Depart. from epill, and doe 
good, that ws, leve and pratiiſe righreonſmeſe chew 
{peke peace, for mow thou. ſhals wot. need long ts ſeeke 
ber, but ſhe will reeduly meet thee, rhat ſheg may kijſe 
riehteouſneſſe, B W 
4 In doug things, avoyd groundleſſe ſuf. 
pitions,, and make. charitable conſtructions, and 
be ready t9 *eeneot their juſt apalogics, concers | 
ning whom we, have, entertained any hard or 
uncharitable thongs. Fhe. want of 'care this 
way, hath beene vie cauſe of gauchdiviſien be- 
tweene private men, and igthe Church: mendde 
or ſay ſo:nething,. which may admit of'a various 
 conſtrution:. we tot want of charity, interpret ir 
the worſt way,and when they offer their ce, 
' we refuſe toaccept of it, or ro.beleeve it:) hence 
iſſues breach of peace between man and: man. 
So inthe Church it. is, inreſpeRof her conſtitu- 
tions. She enjoynes.this or that, which ſhe judges 
to make for order-and. decency inthe ſervice of 
God; weare ready to calkymniate.it a$ idolatrous'|. 
and ſuperſtitious; ſhe makes her-proteſtarion to | 
the contrary, we.refuſczo belceveher, we till 
continue to cry out, O Idolatry, O Popery:! and 
hence proceed. thoſe heavy- breaches that are 
ameng us in the violent oppoſition of her Orders. 
As therefore we would  end+ theſe diviſions, 
walke by thisrule. Itis a remarkable paſſage to 
this purpoſe. recorded inthe facred ftorys ' The 
nine tribes and halte of. 2+ aelhave their poſſeMMi- 
on on the one ſide of Jorden; the two tribes and 


| bathe enthe other fide; theſe, having according | 
| 8 7 to 
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poſſeſſion of their Countrey , and their enemies 
i pr and vanquiſhed, ate now at laſt dif. 
miſted by 7ofbua z and having now palſlcd over 
Tordan, and vg come into the Land of their 
poſſeſſion, they ſer up a great Altar by Iordan: 
this offends the reſt ot the Tribes,and, as it might 
{ceme to them moſt juftly, For xo ſacrificing muſt 
be among them , but at ſome one place, which God 
ſhould chuſe,8& conſequently but one Altar is com- 
manded, tor what ſerves an Altar tor, bur for ſa- 
crifices? For theſe therefore to crea new Altar 
might ſceme to be ſcardalums datum,aſcandall gi- 
ven: they conſtrue it as done with a minde to turn 
away from following the Lord , and thereupon 


to their promiſe to Aoſes, leene their brethrenin | 


they refolve to make warre againſt them, but firſt 
they will ſend rothem-co heare what they could 
{ay for themſelves.” Phineas and the ten Princes 


comming with him, charge them deeply with ir, 
as done.out of a rebellious tmtention. Bur when 
the two Tribes and halfe had'made their juſt de- 
fence, that it was not done with-any thought of 
forlaking the Lord ; but onely to be a witneſle, 
that though they might ſeeme to be parted each 
from other by Trden rimning berweene them, 
yet they were all but one people, and had a joynt 
intereft.in one God. Theother Tribes accepted 
of, and'reſted in this theiy defence, and layed 
downe their purpoſe of warring againſt them: 
Ok thatthere were ſuch a charitable affeRion in! 
men in theſe-dayes ; oh that whereas we have 


miſconſtrued uncharitably the conftitutions of 
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1,Cor.10,32.; 


1.Cor, 8.13, 


/ Rom.10.141; 
IS. 


\ but thar, being convinced of miſtakes therein, we 


r.Cor. 8.1, | healludestothe nouns of the — Knowledge | 
». Evi8. 1s. | puff eth up, but love edifics. Minms afſequatur, ſayes' 
4.9 ® i Father, ille que inflat, modo non off endetur illa, 
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the Church our Mether,as ſuperſtitious, as uſher- 
ing in Popery, we could at laſt reſt in the apo- 
logics publiſhed by authority , in which there is | 
ſocleare and ſcrious a proteſtation to the con» 
trary: how would this tend to the conſervation of 
peace and unity? 

5 Abſtaine from curious ſcarch into unprofi- 
table controverſics, and be not ſo much addicted 
and wedded to vur private opinions about them, 


may readily relinquiſk our errours, and ſubſcribe 
tothetruth. This would much tend to peace,and 
make for it, and the contrary is oft an occaſion of 
no ſmall breaches, Itis therefore good for usin | 
this caſe to take up S. Auſtins reſolution, wherein 


que edificat, Let that gaine leſſe, which puffes up, 
ſothat benat prejudiced that edifies : that 1s, hw 


content our ſelves to know lefle, ſo we may be 
more charitable. 

6 In indifferentthings let us not be too Miffe, 
bur yeelding : In thoſe things, in which we have 
full libertic of choice, be carcfull, not to offend 
the weake, but follow Saint Pauls advice, Grive no 
offence, neither ro the lew, nor to the Greeke,nor to the 
Church of God. And take we up his reſolution. 1f 
meat make my brother to offend, I'le eate no fleſh,while 
the world ſtands, leſt I ſhould make my brother to of- 
fend. Heare we what he ſayes, I know and an per- 
|ſwaded by the Lord Teſws, that there # nothing un- 


cleane 
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- cleane off it ſelfe, bat ts him that judges any thing to 
all be uncleane, to hims it is uncleane: but if thy brother be | 


- rieved with thy meat , now thou walkeſt not charita- 
f th; Deſtroy not him with thy meat, for whom Chriſt 
ayed. - Bur for other things in which being indit- 
terent in themſclves (God having given no ſpe- 
ciall order concerning them one way or other) 
we yctare limited by the command of authority, 
intheſe, eut of our auty to ſuperiours, it is for us | 
to ſubmit to their comands,to be regulated there- 
by, and by the ferled cuſtome of the Church, if 
we would maintaine the peace of the Church. | 
The things themſclves God hath neither com-. 
manded nor forbidden ; but to obey authority in | 
FF |þ |thethings which God hath left free, this God 
hath commanded; and no lefle hath he forbidden | 
| diſobedicnce herein by the fifth Commandment, | | 
which requires honour to ſuperiours, a principall | 
branch whereof is obedience to them in ſuch | 
commandsas are not contrary to the will of God. | | 
Itis this,which S. Auſtin ſayes he learned from S, 
4mbroſe: he {ayes, that he moved this queſtion | 
to him, Yirum juxta morem Civitatss ſue Sabbats je- | | 
Junaret, an Eccleſie Mediolanenſis more pranderet, | 7* —_ 
| Whether according to the cuftome of his owne Citie he | precbyer. 
\ ſhould obſerve the Saturday faſt,or ſhould dine that day 
aceording to the cuſtome of the Church of Millaine, 


and that Saint Ambroſe teturned him this anſwer, 

Quid poſſurn hinc docere amplius,quam quod iſe fa. 
- cio! What can 11each you concerning this, more then 
that which I my ſelfe do: And whereas S. Auſtin 


thought that S. Ambroſe had enjoyned him norto 
| oblerve 
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1 Prov.16.:8, 


obſerve the Saturday Faſt, becauſe hoſawthat.kie 
ebſcrved it not, S. Ambroſe explained. himſe{fe 
thus, Quando hic ſum, non jejuno Sabbato; quando. 
Rome ſum, jcjuns : When I am here, namely, at Mil- 
laine, I obſerve not the Saturday Faſt ; when I avs at 
Rome, 1 obſerve it. And ſo he added this genetall 
rule, Ad quamonnq,, Eccleſians Veneritts, ej us moren 
ſervate, ſs pati ſcandalum non vultis, nec facere. To 
whatſoever Church ye come, obſerve the cuſtome of it, 
if ye will not either take or give offence. And there- 
unto S. Auſtin addes of his own. Quia comingit ,ut 
una Eccleſia habeat alios Sabbatojejunantes,alios pran- 
dentes, mos eorum mihi ſequendus videtur , quibus 
corum populorum congregatio regenda commiſſa eſt: 
Duare 's weo conſulio acquieſcrs, Epiſcopo tus in has re © 
nol; reſiſtere, & , quod facit ipſe, ſine ullo — ſe- 
fare. Becauſe it ſo falls ont, that in one and the ſame 
Church ſome may faſt on Saturdayes, and others drne, 
the cuſtome of thoſe ſeems to me to be followed, to whons/ 
the government of the Church is committed, If there- 
fore you reſt in my advice, rf not thy Biſhop in this 
thing, and what he doth, follow thou without ſcruple. 
The obſervation of this rule, and care to walk ac- 
cording to it, would, not a little, tend to the pre- 
ſervation ofthe peace and unity ofthe Church. 
7 Shut out tale-bearers, if we would ſhun pri- 
vate breaches : there is ageneration of men, that 
goupand dawn from one to another, carrying 


the devils pack like Pedlers, {ceking to curry ta- 
vour with all fides: theſe are uilſchicyous perſons: 
A whiſperer, ſaith Solomen, ſeparates chiefe friends. 
If therefore we deſire ro maintaine peace, let us 
walke 
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| walk by Solomens rule, As the North winde drives 
away raine, ſo doth the angry countenance the backbj- 
' ting tongue. And the iſſue we ſhall finde according 
to that other adage of his. Where no wood i, the | Prov.16. 20. 
fire goes out, and where no tale- bearer ts, ſtrife ceaſes, 
And for the preventing of publick breaches, 
hearken to the counſcll of Saint Paul, Mark them | 
that cauſe diviſions , and avoid them, There is a | **t0t7- 
brood of ill-minded men, who care not what | 

they ſay or write, whereby to worke in men an 

ill opinion of the Church , wherein they live, ! 

though never ſo apparantly falſe, and that they | 

may the more calily inſinuate and winde them. 
ſelves into the mindes of well-meaning people, ! 
they will makea faire pretence of zzale tor the 
good of the Church, asif all that they did were | 
altogether for the preſervation of tne truth of | 
Doctrine, and the purity of Gods worſhip, when, : 
God knows, it is, if not onely, at leaſt eſpecially, , 
for their owne advantage , to raiſe themſeives a | 
name by defaming of others, whole preferment , . 
they envy : ſuch as theſe the Apoſtle would have | 


| 


1 
| Prov.25,23, 


us to marke and avoid : and according to this is 


the advice of Saint Cyprian that famous Biſhop _— 
of Carthage, CA dmoneo pariter & conſuls, ſaith he, Opr: Epiſ 49-1 
ne perniciofis vocibus temere credatis , ne fallacibus 5 nan 
wverbis conſenſum facile commodetis, ne pro luce tene- | byrer. Schiſa1- 
bras, pro die nottem, venenum pro remeaio , mortem, ! oh | =_— | 
0 wita ſumatis, nec eas v0s eorum, nec authoritas | : 
fallat, &c. I admoniſh and counſell you, that ye do not | 


raſbly beleeve pernicious words , nor band over head 


{ — 


give aſſent to deceitfull ſpeeches, leſt ye take — { 
[ or 
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for light, night for day, poyſon for remeate, and death 
[ for life + Let neither their age nor amthoritie deceive 
[90% &c. Let this be our care, and we ſhall be 
"well thielded againſt Schiſme and diviſion, and 
enabled to maintaine unity , and to live inpeace; 
' and ſo the God of love and peace ſhall be with us, 
; To which God, Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoſt, 
be rendred of us, and the whole Church, all ho. 
'nour, andglory, praiſe, and power , might and 
; majeſtie fromthistime forth and for evermore, 

; Amen. 
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Errata. 


2 Age 3. line 24. for Apoſtles, reate Apoſtle, 0,6,1,3,for ſpirits, r,ſpirity: 
v all, p,x0,l,9,for d:ſſentio,r,diſſen ſio,p,28 1,4, for ſlaughter, rv 
0237 31,2 8,for iniunfiinn r, inixuftion,9,49,(,7, for pretend,y,did precend, 
12S) Ii,f, 3» for defraudeigr, r,defraudetur, tl, 9, for Djaboli (ed pax,Dei, Y, 
Diabl;,jed pax Dez, p,5 211,23, for Saint Bernard; Hic et, y,Saiut Ber. 
nard,hic er, p, 53,1, 30, for, Thus; as Tertullian refifies; Valentinus 
bunting,r, Thus, as Tertullian teſtifies, Valentinus buxting,evs. p, $7. 
l. 27, fot, God. The othey, ec.r. God; the other, 


